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OPEC AFFAIRS 


OPEC FUND COMMITTED $541 MILLION IN 1981 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 4, 25 Jan 82 pp 5-6 





[Text } 


The OPEC Fund for Intemational Development boosted 
its activity sharply in 1981! and the total of $541 million 
in loans and grants was 75 per cent higher than for the 
previous year, the OPEC news agency announced last 
week. OPECNA cited a report on the Fund’s activities 
in 1981 issued in Vienna which showed that 64 loans 
totalling $490 million were approved last year and the 
Fund also made 36 grants totalling $51 million. Actual 
disbursements of aid amounted to $279 million, the re- 
port stated. 

The Fund’s actions in 198), underscored the priority 
OPEC affords to helping Third World countries develop 
their own sources of energy. The Fund provided $103.5 
million, about half of the total amount committed to 
finance development projects, to the energy sector. An- 
other $31.78 million was committed for transport pro- 
jects, $28 million for lines of credit to Third World na- 
tional development banks, $19.5 million to agricultute 
and agro-industry, $14 million to industry and $10 mil- 
lion to public utilities, the report said. 

The Fund also provided balance of payments sup- 
port totalling $184 million to 30 countries, mainly to 
purchase food (64 per cent) and crude oil and refined 
oil products (19 per cent), with the counterpart funds 
generated locally being used to help finance the soft 
currency costs of development projects and develupment 
programmes. In 1981, according to the report, $59.5 
million was earmarked for 24 projects and programmes 
in 10 countries and up to 43 per tent of local counter 
part funds were used to finance the energy sectors of 
these countries and a further 24 per cent ploughed back 
into farming and agro-industry. One example of prog- 
ramme financing was a loan of $10 million to Zimbabwe 
to help rehabilitate manufacturing industries there. 


CSO: 4400/128 


Fund takes new initiatives 


Help to intemational organisations included a grant 
of $25 million to the World Food Programme for its 
international Emergency Food Reserve, $13.28 million 
to pay the subscriptions to the UN Common Fund for 
Commodities for 12 of the least developed countries, 
$12.5 million in grants to pay for technical assistance 
in cooperation with international organisations and spe- 
cialised agencies of the UN and $420,000 to support 
research and other intellectual activities. OPEC's Mini- 
sterial Council uso approved a contribution of $450 
million to the first replenishment of the Intemational 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) on condition 
that contributions from industrial countries were like- 
wise forthcoming (see following article ). 

According to the report, new initiatives undertaken 
by the Fund included financing a renewable biomass 
energy project in Mali, approval of a project to search 
for oil and gas in Tanzania and agreement to finance 
with Brazil a project in Mozambique which is to be imp- 
lemented by Brazilian firms on concessional terms. And, 
as a result of grants to the World Food Programme, 
there were concessionary sales by Argentina and Burma 
which were designed to strengthen cooperation among 
developing countries themselves, the report stated. 

As a result of the Fund's activites in 1981, cumula- 
tive commitments reached $1.94 billion, the report said. 
Of this sum, $1.3 billion has been committed for 267 
loans to 79 developing countries. 

In addition to its loans and grants, the report suid 
the Fund's own internal housekeeping had led tu a reor- 
ganisation of its administrative structure. This is iptended 
ty reinforce cooperation between the countnes of OPEC 
utd other developing nations and to meet the demands 


upon the Fund befitting an intemational development 
agency, the report said. 














OPEC COUNTRIES CONTRIBUTE $450 MILLION TO IFAD 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 4, 25 Jan 82 p 6 


[Text ] OECD and OPEC countnes have agreed to contribute 
$1.1 billion in new resources for the Intemational Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD) during its fifth 
annual meeting held in Rome from 19 to 22 January, 
1982. 

The agreement did not come as a surprise since the 
outstanding issues involved were dicussed at an informal 
high-level meeting held on October 2 last year in Washing- 
ton between OECD and OPEC countries. The contribu- 
tions of the two donor groups were fixed at $620 mil- 
lio for the OECD countries and $450 million for OPEC. 
Developing country members of IFAD are expected to 
provide $30 million. The total of $1.1 billion of new 
funds will be used for IFAD's three-year lending pro 
gramme which ends in 1983. 

The main stumbling block the IF AD faced was the 
fact that the US reduced their contribution from $230 
million — their first contribution to IFAD when the fund 
was founded in 1977 — to $180 million, a drastic cut 
in funding in both nominal and real terms. The Nether- 
lands, Italy and France took a leading role in filling the 
gap by offering additional funds to raise the OECD cont- 
ribution from $595 million to the $620 million figure. 
The OPEC countries raised their contributions from the 
initially proposed $430 million to $450 million, with 
the added $20 million coming from the OPEC Fund. 
The OPEC Fund's contribution was not to be seen as a 
precedent for determining amounts or porportions of 
future contributions to replenish IFAD resources, Fund 
officials st ressed. 

The ‘isagreement between OPEC and OECD count- 
ries on how to divide the burden of funding IFAD, has 
not been finally resolved, however. OECD officials empha- 
sized that the contributions agreed upon at last week's 
meeting reflect an understanding “for this replenishment 
only,” indicating that the problem will not be resolved 
until the next replenishment of funds in 1984. 

Since its founding in 1977, IFAD has committed 
over $1 billion — its entire resource base — to financiny 
projects and programmes which focus on helping the 
rural poor in developing countries. 


cso: 4400/128 





OPEC AFFAIRS 




















OPEC AFFAIRS 


SOFTENING OIL PRICES TERMED PROBLEM FOR GULF COUNCIL 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 4, 25 Jar 82 pp 9-10 


[Text ] 


When the Oil Ministers of the six countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council hold a planned meeting next month 
to coordinate their oi] production policies, high on the 
agenda is bound to be what to do about the continuing 
softening of crude oil prices. A survey of spot market 
prices last week showed that Saudi Arabian Light, the 
OPEC market crude, was virtually the only oil sellirg 
at a small premium. Other crudes were changing hands 
for between $0.75 and $1 per barrel below official prices 
and dealers were quoted as saying that the premium of 
$0.20 to $0.40 for Arabian Light was due to a decision 
by Saudi Arabia to push for higher production of lower 
quality crudes and that consequently there was a shortage 
in the market of Arabian Light. 

Pressure for lower prices is coming from several 
directions. In the US, for example, refiners are paying 
considerably less for domestic crudes than they would 
for similar grades of imported oil. Petroleum Intelligence 
K’cekly noted that American sour crude was selling for 
$1.90 less than a barrel of Middle Eastem crude of like 
quality imported under contract and that sweet US crude 
was selling for $2.35 per barrel less than similar Nigerian 
oil. There was a $1 per barrel difference between the spot 
market prices of domestic and imported crudes, P/h’ re- 
parted. It cited the windfall profits tax in the US as one 
of the reasons why prices for oil from American wells 
were lagging behind those of foreign producers because 
the 85 to 90 per cent rate at which the tax is levied gave 
little incentive to push up prices. 

In Europe, pressure is on Norih Sea producers to 
cut prices. High quality crude from Norway’s Ekofisk 
field was being offered last week at about $36 per bar- 
rel, adiscount of $1.25 on the official price, but was find- 
ing few takers. A report from London said Brent field 
crude was sold last week on the spot market for $33.50 
which is $1.10 less than the contract price for this crude 


and $0.50 lower than the previous week's spot market 
price. 
The deep freeze in North America and Europe, usu- 
ally good news for the oilmen, has actually depressc 5 
demand for gasolene because snow has blocked roads. 
And earlier projections of when the glut would end ap- 
pear to be slipping further into 1982 as the result of 
fading hopes of a quick recovery in economic activity 
in the US. Saudi Arabia’s Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Y amani 
told Middle East Economic Survey last week that a ba- 
lance between supply and demand “‘might be sometime 
in the second half of 1982.” In the meantime, the Saudi 
Arabian Oil Minister saw little good news ahead for pro 
ducers of heavy and medium crudes. “Even with the 
severe winter we are having right now, which creates a 
high demand for oil,” he told MEES, “| think we still 
have some room for a further cut in the prices of heavy 
and medium crudes. And of course this will become evi- 
dent sometime during the summer of 1982 when demand 
for fuel oil will be lower.” 


Market will determine Saudi output 


Sheikh Yamani again indicated that Saudi Arabia 
was prepared to cut the Kingdom’s oil output below the 
present 8.5 million b/d ceiling but does not plan a formal 
production cut. Saudi Arabia would “‘leave it to market 
forces” to set the figure needed to defend the $34 per 
barrel benchmark price, he said. He foresaw that OPEC 
would either extend its present price freeze beyond the 
1982 or else raise prices by a small amount “which would 
take into consideration part of the effect of inflation.” 
A real increase in prices would have to wait until “‘de- 
mand picks up and we have a strong economic recovery, 
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and when coal no longer competes strongly with fuel 
oil.” he told MEES. “This could be around the end of 
this decade or in the 90s.” 


By then, however, the West expects to be far less 
dependent upon oil as a source of energy. Dr Ulf Lantzke, 
Executive Director of the Intemational Energy Agency, 
told a conference in London last week on world coal 
markets that it should be possible for the 21 member 
countries of the IEA to reduce imports of oil from 22 
million b/d at present to between 15 and 17 million b/d 
by the tum of the century while maintaining economic 
growth. He added that IEA projections showed that 
oil’s share of their energy consumption would fall from 
about 50 per cent to slightly better than 39 per cent by 
1990, below the 40 percent target set by Wester leaders 
at their economic summit mmeting in Venice in 1980. 
Dr Lantzke saw problems after 1990, notably in coal 
production and the wider use of nuclear energy. To 
maintain the low figure for oil imports would requitt 
additional production of 1.5 billion tonnes of coal a 
year, the energy equivalent of OPEC’s total current oil 
output, he said. This figure, he noted, highlighted coal’s 
potential but it also illustrated the size of a potential 
energy crisis if the IEA countries failed to muster the 
political will and the huge sums that would be required 
to boost production of coal. 


So, when the GCC Oil Ministers meet to try to draft 
a common oil policy, they face huge challenges from both 
inside and outside their fledgling organisations. A com- 
mon vil policy is almost certainly the most difficult as- 
pect of the Council's raison d'etre. But this is only appro- 
priate: between them, the six member states (Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE and Oman) 
produce roughly one-quarter of the non-Communist 
world’s oil and success in formulating a common policy 
would give them unrivalled power inside OPEC. 

















COFINANCING: OPEC FUNDS, EUROPEAN MONEY 


OPEC AFFAIRS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 3, 23 Jan 82 pp 14-15 


[Article by John LeRoux: 


[Text ] 


THE European Common Market is throw- 
ing its weight behind a new departure in 
international finance, one that could drasti- 
cally change the whole pattern of foreign 
aid to Third World nations — and keep the 
commercial eurocredit tap running despite 
the Polish crisis. 

The new device is, of course, cofinancing. 
Though it is still in its infancy, with many of 
its rules yet to be defined, it has helped to 
finance over $Sbn worth of development 
projects in the Third World so far. It works 
like this: Europe identifies a project, invites 
oil-exporting coumiries to participate, and 
makes up the balance with contributions 
from the World Bank or other western 
agencies. 

The typical breakdowa runs as follows: 
27.5 per cent from the secrpient country, 
22.5 per cent from Opec (mainly from Arab 
aid funds), 22 per cent is generated from 
within the EEC, 8 per cent from the World 
Bank, with 20 per cent to be found. While 
the World Bank, which actually launched 
cofinancing with Opec countries, was 
Europe's main partner in foreign aid prog- 
rammes until 1979, the Arab aid funds have 
since taken the lead. 

Cofinancing can tap more capital than 
usual because it provides the fledgling Opec 
aid organisations with the expertise in LDC 
programmes that they have not had time to 
acquire. The new Opec International Aid 
Fund and the Abu Dhabi Fund are both 
considered junior institutions, along with 
the Islamic Development Bank and the 
Qatar Fund (now being established with the 
help of the Kuwaiti Fund). It also speeds up 
project implementation through the 
enhanced coordination provided by joint 





"Cofinancing Gets Its Aid Act Together] 


annual meetings in Brussels and a string of 
ad hoc missions. 

Cofinancing also streamlines aid proce- 
dures for LDCs, as the conditions applied 
by individual Arab and European donars 
can vary considerably. 

But its real significance is the way it could 
break at least some of the ‘tied aid’ barriers, 
which oblige a recipient LDC to spend aid 
funds in the donor country. Equally dramat- 
ically, it could also halt the contraction of 
the eurocredit commercial funds now avail- 
able to LDCs, the ‘sovereign risk capital 
market’. 

Because of the $45bn Polish debts crisis, 
western and Japanese banks are cutting 
back heavily on their country-lending 
quotas — so much so that, the World Bank 
forecasts, the role of the commercial banks 
in financing oil-importers’ deficits will fall 
to 40 per cent by 1985, down from the 1980 
-verage of 50 per cent. 

However, there has been strong 
counter-pressure from Third World coun- 
tries in need of funding and from the bank- 
ers themselves. who are getting restless. 
The EEC is now considering a supra- 


national aid guarantee institution that 
would protect private ienders against 
defaults, and would thus allow them to join 
the confinancing ballgame. 

Most of the cofinancing deals initiated by 
the EEC were part of the Lomé I conven- 
tion, Europe’s mainstream aid programme 
channelled through the European 
Development Fund (EDF). It is under the 
Commission's Directorate-General for 
Development (DGD) and the European 
Investment Bank (EIB). Lomé now 
igvolves 43 African states, 10 in the Carib- 

















bean and eight from the Pacific area 
Signed in 1975, Lomé grew out of the 
former Yaounde conventions, and broke 
new ground by linking the francophone and 
anglophone areas of EEC influence in the 


Third World. But Europe's wider role really 
began after the first ‘oil shock’ of 1973-74, 
when France and West Germany took the 
lead in approaching the Arab funds that had 
just decided to extend their aid programmes 
to the entire Third World, following the 
lead of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development. 

Even so, the real pioneer was the World 
Bank, which had served as a model for the 
new Kuwaiti Fund in the early 1960s and, 
later, for the Abu Dhabi Fund (1971) and 
the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 


Development. In fact, the first project ever 
cofinanced was in Tunisia in 1971: it was for 
a gas pipeline, which mixed $2.5m from the 
Kuwaiti Fund with $7.5m from the World 
Bank. Overall, the World Bank remains the 
greatest source of aid cofinancing, with 
more than $3bn to its credit. 

All the same, the Bank's relative share is 
falling fast under the new and aggressive 
new role of the European Directorate- 
General for Development. Its new head, 
Edgard Pisani, is scheduled to visit the Gulf 
soon and meet officials of the Arab funds. 
The DGD is striving for wider collaboration 
with oil exporting nations under the 
1980-85 Lomé II convention and in the 
discussions on the third Lomé programme. 

So far, Opec nations have been involved 
in half the 50 confinancing deals launched 
by the EEC. The momentum has built up 
since 1979, which saw a first coordination 
meeting between EEC and Arab fund offi- 
cials. In June 1980, both parties agreed on 
increased consultations, something the 
Arab funds had enjoyed since 1976 through 
their coordination secretariat in Kuwait. 

The biggest problem faced by the two 
groups lies in their approach to foreign 
assistance. Europe still applies the old con- 


cept of tied aid. Opec agencies, both mul- 
tilateral (the Opec Fund, the Arab Bank for 
Economic Development in Africa, the 
Arab Fund and the Islamic Development 
Bank) and national (Libya, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi) are, like the 
World Bank, committed to international 
bids — with a slight encouragement for 
Third World suppliers. 

This all means that most cofinanced deals 
to date have involved parallel funding, in 
which a development project was br «en 





Jown in two or more sections. At least one 
portion would be earmarked for Opec 
financing and opened to worldwide bid- 
ding; the rest was tied to European sup- 
pliers. There were few cases of full joint 
financing, with no compartmentalisation 
entailed. ‘Not that we can’t bend our rules 
from time to time,’ says Brian Kendall, a 
member of the EEC cofinancing team in 
Brussels. “The Lomé convention also 
includes provisions for worldwide tenders.’ 


Other areas where there are differences, 
albeit technical ones, include bid bonds 
(Europe insists on a 10 per cent tw bon", 
against 15 per cent for the Opec agencies) 
and disbursement schedules. There have 
been three meetings to find common 
denominators. the next being set for Kuwait 
in March. Gradually, as the differences are 
ironed out, the aid might flow more freely 
among Arab and western agencies — 
although the OECD group. to which 
Europe belongs, is only starting to tackle 
this issue. 

One challenging option that 1s now being 
seriously considered is involving commer- 
cial banks in cofinancing. Indeed, EEC offi- 
cials are now being pressured to offer spe- 
cial payback guarantees to banks, to ensure 
that they maintain eurocredit flows to the 
Third World — and the World Bank, under 
its new chairman, Tom Clausen, is commit- 
ted to increase the role of private lenders. 
To date, only a few projects, such as 4 rail- 
way in the Congo, have mixed concessio- 
nary aid with commercial funds. 

Of course, the Lomé convention already 
offers a number of reassuring conditions for 
private lenders. These include the special 
EEC delegation set up in each of the 61 
African-Caribbean-Pacific countries 
involved, strict financial control procedures 
on project management, the enduring 
financial relationship with recipient coun- 
tries, ‘contract security’ and investment 
protection agreements. 

However, bankers do not believe that this 
is enough, and are asking for further 
guarantees in case of LDC defaults. The 
first step might be to spread memoranda of 
agreements between western agencies and 
private lenders, to reinforce cross-default 
clauses (i.e. a default on a private loan 
would automatically trigger a default on 
one from the agency, which could then use 
its political muscle to defend the private 
lender), intensify consultation and speed up 
the exchange of data. 

This, of course, is what the World Bank 
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actually does with commercial banks, but 
the system is not apnlied elsewhere. The 
Geneva-based Société Internationale 
Financiére pour les Investissements et le 
Developpement en Afrique (Sifida), which 
has 129 shareholders (including the Abu 
Dhabi fund, but covering mostly commer- 
cial banks), ‘s now signing such # memoran- 
dum on a project-by-project ba. with the 
African Development Bank. If this pans 
out, Sifida plans to have the same agree- 
meni in a year or two signed with the Abu 
Dhabi Fund, and that would be a significant 
breakthroug: with Opec agencies. 

The next stage is to create a ‘multilateral 
guarantee institution’ in Europe, says the 
EEC’s Dr Anton Reithinger. ‘ Although we 
are having consultations about it, the pro- 
ject won't be an easy one.’ 














AFGHANISTAN 


JOURNALIST EVALUATES IMPACT OF TWO YEARS OF WAR 

Soviet Entanglement 
Paris LE SOIR in French 28 Dec 81 p 5 
[Article by Abed Attar, "We Have Forgotten Afghanistan" ] 


[Text] /The date 27 December marked the second anniversary of the 
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. It seems unlikely it will be 
the last. A sad anniversary, one which brings to mind not only 
the aggression but also resignation on the part of some, and how 
others kept their heads in the sand, thus becoming "objective" 
accomplices of the USSR, to use communist terminology. The 
wait-and-see policy of the Western camp is probably not unrelated 
to the current developments in the Polish crisis. And only when 
there is news of an occasional skirmish do we realize the Afghan 
war is still going on./ [in boldface] 


People have been quick to forget that the USSR, which has been in the habit of 
using Cubans when it wanted to intervene somewhere, has 110,000 men committed in 
Afghanistan. People have forgotten that the USSR is working for its own ends in 
Afghanistan and that for it Afghanistan is not just an end in itself but is a 
steppingstone that at the right time could make it possible for the Soviet Army to 
go much further. And the distances are not all that fa~: only about 500 km to 

the Indian Ocean and the oil wells of the Gulf. In the same way, people have 
forgotten that the USSR, bolstered by its position in Afghanistan, is trying to put 
pressure on the European countries which it feels are too closely aligned with the 
Americans ("the oil from the Gulf is more crucial to you"), and pressure on the 
United States to negotiate new conditions for detente, which was "broken asunder by 
Washington when it became a de facto ally of Beijing.” 


Time Works for the USSR 


In any case, the USSR is persuaded that time is on its side, and that, consequently 
it is not in its interest to finish up with the Afghan resistance too quickly, for 
them it would have no further justification for keeping its divisions in Afghanis- 
tan. Moscow and its straw man in Kabul, President Babrak Karmal, have repeated 
many times that "Soviet troops will be withdrawn from Afghanistan" when "incursions 
of counterrevolutionaries and bandits aided by the imperialist Americans and the 
hegemonistic Chinese have ceased.” 











This is in fact the reason the Red Army is content to control the main cities and 
the major roads, leaving a good part of the rural and mountainous areas in the hands 
of the guerrillas, most of the time avoiding direct confrontations. From time to 
time its airplanes and Mi--24 helicopters (known for their firepower) bombard re- 
sistance positions, either to dislodge them or to cut off their advance, and some- 
times they carry out reprisal missions against partisan villages. But one musf act 
fall for the propaganda line of the mujahidin, who claim they have won control of 

80 to 90 percent of the territory. 


In that connection, two facts should be borne in mind. At the time of King Zaher, 
these tribal areas were in fact not under the control of the central government. 

And the Afghan rebellion broke out well before the arrival of the Soviet expedition- 
ary force, in opposition to the social reforms introduced by the Taraki and Amin 
regimes. which upset the authority and interests of the tribal chiefs. If it wants 
to thwart Soviet strategy in Afghanistan, the Western world has only two choices: 
Either it can completely abstain from giving the guerrillas any military assistance, 
or it can provide them the arms necessary to make the USSR pay dearly for this 
adventure and try to force a political solutiou which will safeguard the country's 
freedom, independence and sovereignty. 





Burned by the Vietnam War 


Burned by the Vietnam war, the United States has up to now refused to provide arms | 
directly to the Afghan guerrillas. All it has done (and this is officially admitted) | 
has been to play the role of an intermediary. Soviet-made arms (Kalashnikovs and 

RPG-2 and RPG-7 antitank missiles), bought in Egypt, Sudan and China with Saudi 

and American money (some $50 million in all), have been sent to the resistance move- 

ments (with Pakistan's complicity). The resistance movements claim the majority of 

their arms are captured from the eremy. 


Paradoxically, at the same time the Reagan administration has decided "in light of 
the Afghan affair" to provide more than $3 billion in military and economic aid 
(over a 5-year period) to Islamabad, the practical effect of which has been to 
save, and indeed to strengthen, General Zia's dictatorship while provoking India's 
hostility and Moscow's protests. 


Another paradox: President Reagan decided in April to lift the partial embargo on 
deliveries of American grain that was imposed by his predecessor in retaliation for 
the Afghanistan invasion. And Moscow shipped 70,000 tons of this wheat to Kabul. 
In other words, the United States under Reagan is not treating--or does not want 

to treat--the Afghan conflict with the seriousness it deserves. 


Siberian Natural Gis For Euorpe 


Nor does Europe. On 20 November, West Germany (or, more precisely, the West German 
Ruhrgaz Company) signed an agreement with the Soviet Union providing for 40 billion 
cubic meters of Siberian natural gas to be delivered to Western Europe each year 

by means of a double pipeline 3,540 km long. Total cost: some $40 billion. 


It is true that 3 days after the signing, Chancellor Schmidt (on an official visit 
to Moscow) said in 2 toast to President Brezhnev that "the countries of the Third 














World expect us to respect their political and cultural independence. That also 
applies," he added, "to the aspirations of the Afghan people for an independent, 
nonaligned Afghanistan free of any foreign troops." 


Another example of the timid diplomatic efforts of the European governments: their 
voting at the UN General Assembly, alongside the majority of the Islamic and non- 
aligned countries, for the withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan (the mean- 
ing is Soviet troops, for there are no others in the country, but the Soviets are 
not actually named) and their proposed political solution to the Afghan conflict 
(adopted in July by the Ten at the Luxembourg summit). So at the present time 
neither military nor diplomatic steps are going anywhere. 


Typical Imperialist Approach 


Moscow, through PRAVDA, rejected that proposal, calling it a "typical imperialist 
approach designed to decide the fate of a people behind their backs." The Ten pro- 
posed the holding of an international conterence, with the participation of the 
members of the Security Council, Pakistan, Iran and India as well as the secretar- 
ies general of the United Nations and the Conference of Islamic Countries. The 
work of the proposed international conference was to proceed in two phases. The 
object of the first would be to identify measures to permit the cessation of out- 
side interference, guarantees against such interference, and the creation of such 
conditions as to insure Afghanistan's independence, security and nonalignment and 
the withdrawal of Soviet troops. Implementation of these measures would be examin- 
ed in the second phase, in which "representatives of the Afghan people, including 
President Karmal," would participate. 


This latter has presented a counterproposal which calls for the opening of triparti- 
te negotiations between Afghanistan and its two neighbors (Pakistan and Iran), 
negotiations in which the UN secretary general could participate, in the hope of 
"concluding accords to establish friendly relations which would be backed by inter- 
national guarantees and would recognize Afghanistan's status as an independent, 
sovereign and nonaligned state, and would fix a schedule for the evacuation of 
Soviet troops."" But unlike the plan set forth by the Ten, Kabul's plan says that 
"in any event, problems relating to the Afghan regime or the composition of its 
government are not tc be subjects for discussion." 


And, finally, there is the Iranian plan, which calls for the withdrawal of the 
Soviet expeditionary force and its replacement by an Islamic force, and the instal- 
lation in Kabul of a revolutionary council composed of Afghan clergymen, pending 
the election of a constitutional convention. The plan, according to Tehran, would 
aim at the establishment of an "independent, Islamic and anti-American government." 


All these plans suffer from the same flaw, which is treating the Afghan people as 
children, imposing their political orientation from outside, whether it be pro- 
Soviet or anti-American. Should the Afghan people themselves not have the right 
to decide their own orientation? In any event, they will not have that choice in 
the near future. 
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Political Complications 
Paris LE SOIR in French 29 Dec 81 p 5 
[Article by Abed Attar, "The 1,001 Republics | 


[Text] /Ethnologists say Afghanistan is net a country--it is more a confederation 
of a number of ethnic groups such as the Pashtuns, the Tadjiks, the Nuristanis, 
the Uzbeks, the Turkomans, the Kirghiz, the Hazaras, the Baluchis.... Each ethnic 
group is in a general way composed of several large tribes. For example, the 
Pashtuns are divided into Duranis, Ghilzais, Afridis, Waziris. To complete the 
mosaic, there are some 40 languages and thousands of dialects. 


/Loyalty to the tribe makes a Durani before anything else a Durani, and only 
secondarily a Pashtun, then a Sunni Muslim, and only lastly an Afghan. Similarly, 
a Hazara is first a Hazara, then a Shi'ite Muslim, and lastly an Afghan. 


/The 1973 overthrow of the monarchy of King Zaher, the establishment of the Daud 
republic and the pro-Soviet coup of 1978 led by the (communist) People's Democratic 
Party did not fundamentally change that tribal structure./ [in boldface] 


Afghanistan has been divided into three de facto republics since the Soviet invas- 
ion: the democratic republic, seated in Kabul, the mujahedin republic, and the 
refugee republic. And all indications are that the USSR is pursuing a longstand- 
ing goal: to make Afghanistan a Soviet republic. 


At the start, the Soviet Union, which signed a neutrality and nonaggression pact 
with Afghanistan in 1926 and has renewed the past every 10 years, was giving Kabul 
intermittent financial assistance. In the mid-1950's, the Russians began to 
operate on a larger scale. In 1956, Khrushchev surprised Washington by announcing 
a loan of $100 million to Afghanistan. Between 1962 and 1967 Soviet assistance 
amounted to 65 percent of all aid going to Kabul, while the United States contribu- 
ted only 23 percent. 


Roads able to handle coiumns of heavy tanks were built at this time as were the 

Kabul airport and the airbase at Bagram, linking the north to the south and the 

east to the west. To pay off Afghanistan's debt, all the natural gas taken from 
the Sheberghan wells (in the northeast) was delivered to the USSR. 


It still is, and at half price. The Russians are presently operating iron mines, 
copper mines, uranium mines and oilfields (the oil deposits seem very promising). 
They are building hydroelectric plants and enlarging the airports of Qandahar, 
Qonduz, Mazar-e-Sharif, Herat and Jalalabad...Babrak Karmal's democratic republic 
was installed in Kabul, malicious tongues are saying, merely as a transitional 
step, 


In the Train of the Red Army 


President Babrak made a gross blunder in arriving from Prague (or Moscow), where 
he was in exile, in the Red Army train. But he had no other choice. To clear his 
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name, he seizes every opportunity of posing as a pious Muslim. The word "social- 
ism," dear to Amin, has already been purged from official statements and texts. 
The red flag has been replaced by a tricolor flag: black, red and green.... 


For the moment he is concentrating on the task of c ntaining the rivalries between 
Parcham, his own faction, and the Khalq, the faction to which his predecessors of 
the People's Democratic Party belonged, and on broadening mass support for his 
regime. Babrak, who is himself a Pashtun, began in June by resigning from his 
position as head of government in favor of Mr Soltan ‘Ali Keshtmand, a Hazara. 

And according to observers he is laying the groundwork to bring Mr Abdul Sattar 
Shalizi, a man who is very close to deposed King Zaher (in exile in Rome since the 
Daud putsch), onto his team. Mr Shalizi, who has been in exile in the United 
States for 7 years, was authorized to come to Kabul, where he was received last 
month by President Karmal and the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Mohamed Dost (the 
prime minister was in Bulgaria at the time). 


Further, the Afghan president is trying to soften the mullahs and tribal chiefs. 

He recently modified the agrarian reforms (decreed by Amin and Taraki) which to the 
advantage of these traditional leaders, limited landholdings to 6 hectares. The 
amendment meant little in reality, since in most cases it affects lands that are 
not within the bounds of his re,ublic. 


But the prevailing winds are against him. Two major tribes, the Jajis and the 
Mangals (from the southern provinces), whose loyalty to the regime had been bought, 
changed sides in Octcser. The result: sore 600 soldiers who are members of those 
tribes deserted with arms and gear. In retaliation, MiG-24's and MiG-25's have 
reportedly been let loose on the zones more or less under the control of those 
tribes. 


Writing in the Sand 


The deserters are the main purveyors of arms to the guerrillas. The Afghan army 
is seeing its troops disappear like handwriting in the sand, as a reuslt of the 

desertions--from 80,000 men when the Soviet tanks entered Kabul, down to 20,000. 
The desertion phenomenon even seems sometimes to contaminate the Soviet troops, 

whose strength has increased from 50,000 at the start of the invasion to 85,000 

last year and quite recently to 110,000. 


To compensate for the losses, the Karmal regime had to call up the reservists 
(about 1 million) under age 35 in September. But it was only able to recruit 
10,000. Those whe tried to escape their "patriotic duty" were shot. Some answered 
the call, but a.ter 2 weeks of basic training, they picked up their arms and joined 
the ranks of the resistance. Others, no less cunning, remain in the service of the 
mujahejin. There is, for example, the driver for the head of a Soviet mission to 
the Afghan Ministry of Mines, Mr Eugene Okhrimyhuk, 67 (whc is supposed to be an 
intimate friend of the Soviet prime minister, Mr Tikhonov). With the driver's com- 
plicity, Mr Okhrimyouk was kidnapped in broad daylight in downtown Kabul by the 
Hezbi-e-islami resistance group (Yunis Kalis's faction), which was told the Soviet 
authorities it would be willing to exchange him for 50 of its members who are 

held by the regime. The latest word is that Mr Okhrimyuk is still in the hands 

of the guerrillas. The letter he sent to Mr Tikhonov, in which he wrote: "Save 
me, I beg you," apparently had no effect. 
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A Point of Honor 


The guerrillas make it a point of honor to go after the regime in its own republic. 
"Collaborators," high officials, influential party members, mullahs in the pay of 
the government, and "Chourawis" (Russians), whether civilian or military, are the 
targets. According to some sources, 10 or 15 people are cut down every week in 
Kabul. And bomb attacks have become increasingly more frequent in recent months. 


In general, the activities of the mujahedin seem to be picking up almost every- 
where, especially at night. Thanks to improvements in the quality of their arsenal, 
they often initiate their own operations. They no longer refuse to give battle. 


But divisiveness is the Achilles heel of the guerrillas, at least in political terms. 
Militarily their disunity is actually an advantage. The Russians are forced to dis- 
perse their strength. And while one group may get hit hard, the others are not 
really affected. All the same, there is a minimum of coordination of operations 
between some of the groups in the field. 


In broad terms, there are moderate nationalists and fundamentalists. One would 
describe as moderates groups such as Guilani's National Islamic Front and the 
National Liberation Front of the mujahidin; the nationalist left includes the 
Organization for the Liberation of the Afghan People, headed by Kalakani, a Tadjik 
who was executed last year. Khalis's Hezbi-e-Eslami is classed as centrist. Fun- 
damentalist groups include Golbidim's Hezbe-e-Eslami, Rabbani's Jamaat-e-Eslami 
and Mohammadi's Harakat-e-Eslami. 


The latter have established their headquarters in Peshawar, the Pakistani border 
city where the majority of the Afghan refugees are encamped. 


Four Million Refugees 


The flood of refugees continues to swell at a rate of 1,500 people per week. 
According to Pakistani authorities, the number now in Pakistan is more than 2.3 
million, whereas before the Soviet invasion there were 185,000 (those who were 
fleeing the Taraki and Amin regime). In Iran, there are reportedly another 1.5 
million. In all, one-fifth of the total population (estimated at 16 million) are 
refugees. 


A small portion of them (the Pashtuns) are cared for by their blood brothers in 
Pakistan and Iran. The others get assistance from the UN High Commission on Refu- 
gees. Saudi Arabia is apparently channeling assistance through the government in 
Islamabad. 


But these massive numbers of refugees, some of whom arrive with their livestock 
(some 2 million head) are having more and more problems coexisting with the indi- 
genous population, which is beginning to consider them intruders. A goodly number 
of refugees are killing time by engaging in lucartive activities: trafficking 
(drugs and arms) and trade (televisions, transistor radios such as are found in 
Kabul's markets). Trade between Pakistan and the Democratic Republic continues, 
thanks to the refugees and the guerrillas. 
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But both refugees and combatants are facing a disturbing shortage of medicines and 
doctors. There are less than 50 doctors in the mujahedin republic, where some 8 

to 10 million people live--people who are constantly exposed to the threat of aerial 
bombardment and strafing by Soviet helicopters. 


But all these difficulties are surmounted, because the Afghans (the war is forging 
a feeling of national unity through the suffering it has brought) have faith: 
"Even if the Soviets destroy everything, we will continue the liberation struggle. 
In the end we will win." 


Inchallah [God willing].... 
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EGYPT 


PROBLEMS FACING PORT OPERATIONS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 24 Nov 81 p 9 


[Article by Dalal al-'Atawi: "Increased Imports, Failure to Draw and Lack of Storage 
Space Are Behind Problems of Port Said Port" ] 


[Text] The operation of Port Said port in the first 9 months of this year has resul- 
ted in several observations underlined by a report currently before the Higher Ports 
Council. The report explains the degree of inadequacy and the means to eliminate 

the phenomenon of commodity pileups in the port. One of the most important observa- 
tions is that the celivery of various kinds of meats, poultry and fish to the port 
increased by 168 percent, 267 percent and 693 percent successively over the past 
year, that the goocls delivered have not been withdrawn from the port cold storage 
units on an adequatie daily basis and that the storage space in the units is inadequate. 
The report also points out that it is necessary to withdraw these kinds of goods 
from the port to deliver them outside Port Said and to appoint a veterinarian to 
the branch office of the Food Supplies Company to insure the rapid completion of the 
health procedures. 


The report further adds: 


The average daily unloading of food supplies comprised of wheat, flour and corn has 
amounted to 5,568 t:ons, exceeding the daily average by 5,200 tons [sic]. The average 
daily drawing of wheat, flour and corn has amounted to 5,533 tons, exceeding the 

set daily average by 4, 750 tons [sic]. 


The average daily drawing of sugar, meats, poultry and sement has equaled the average 
daily unloading and has amounted to 0.199 tons, (including 171 tons of poultry and 
224 tons of cement). 


The total drawing thas exceeded the branch total by 2,575 tons [sic]. 


As for the ship traffic and the port operation last week, the report says that the 
ship situation is teassuring, except for ships carrying wheat because their number 
and loads are incompatible withthe port's capacity. 


The quantity of wheat accumulated in the port is large and this requires that the 
authorities concerned draw this quantity to avoid pileups. Three wheat ships with 

a total weight of 79,300 tons have arrived in the port and a fourth ship with a load 
of 24,294 tons is expected to arrive soon. This is due to the arrival of a large 




















number of wheat ships to the republic's ports carrying a load incompatible with the 
capacity of these ports, keeping in mind that the Alexandria and Safajah ports are 
also jammed with wheat ships. It is expected that this traffic will end next month. 





To avoid a pileup, the equipment for the mechanical loading project has been delivered 


to help in speeding up the drawing of the goods. The project will be fully operated 
and dump trucks will be provided so that the daily unloading capacity may amount 
to 4,000 tons. 


The project storehouse was completely filled and this has obstructed unloading from 
this project, thus reducing the unloading rate to nearly 1,000 tons daily in the 
followingweek [as published]. To overcome this situation, instructions were issued 
to immediately prepare and put into operation the mechanical loading equipment to 
help the drawing of goods ahead of schedule. Instructions were also issued to the 
Shipping and Unloading Company to provide the labor itself instead of letting the 
subcontractor provide it. 


The quantity of flour [delivered this year] has exceeded by 26 percent the quantity 
delivered last year. There are two flour ships waiting at the port at present. 
This is due to the lack of permanent programs for drawing from Port Said Port. 

Such programs are sent by the Ministry of Supply weekly. 


There is a corn ship at the port which is being unloaded by siphoning. Another ship 
is waiting due to the lack of the necessary labor (and because there is no urgent 
need to distribute the corn). The solution to this problem lies in facilitating 

the entry of the subcontractor's workers and in coordinating with the company to 
build a corn silo at the port in the long run. 


The pileup of containers at the port has become a familiar phenomenon. The average 
monthly delivery has risen from 950 containers last year to 1,800 containers this 
year. This is due to the large increase in container deliveries, a severe shortage 
of container loading and unloading equipment and the lack of a deep pier equipped 

to deal with containers. To deal with this problem, an area of 30,000 square meters 
will be added to the container storage space. Work is currently in progress at the 
port for this purpose. The port authority program also calls for constructing a 
container holding pier and station in the next budget. 


As for the difficulties facing the Port Said Port Authority in the first half of 
1981, they have been embodied in: 


The lack of the coordination and scheduling of ship arrival at the port. Thus, large 
numbers of ships exceeding the port's capacity are accomodated. 


The incompatibility of the pier dratt with the draft of the arriving ships, thus 
requiring a long time for processing. 


The lack of cold storage space to absorb the quantities of frozen meats, poultry 
and fish delivered to the port. It is necessary to reduce the delivery rates of 
such goods to make them compatible with the available storage space. 


To overcome these difficulties, Sayyid Sarhan, the Governor of Port Said, proposes 
vertical expansion which calls for the rapid drawing of goods from the piers and 
the warehouses so as to enhance the unloading rates. He also proposes the use of 
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advanced mechanical unloading means and the construction of a road network in the 

port. As for the horizontal expansion, it calls for constructing a container pier 
with a length of 350 meters and a depth of 50 meter south of the 'Abbas pier, for 

developing the anchorage area, for repairing the piers and increasing their depth, 
for establishing a number of yards for the Storage of goods and containers and for 
increasing the multtlevel warehouses at the port. 
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EGYPT 


CONFERENCE DISCUSSES DIVERSIFICATION OF ENERGY SOURCES 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 22 Nov 81 p 8 


[Article by Ahdaf al-Bandari: "Conference to Streamline Energy in Egypt; Three 
Billion Dollars in Annual Subsidies for Oil Derivatives; Immediate Implementation 
of Nuclear Program to Solve Energy Problem") 


[Text] Engineer Mahir Abazah, the minister of electricity and energy, has stated 
that nuclear energy is the only hope to deal with the energy problem. This makes 

it necessary to begin implementing the nuclear program immediately. Energy poten- 
tials in Egypt indicate that themaximum hydraulic energy production will amount to 
15 percent of the energy produced [needed] in the year 2000. The remaining 85 per- 
cent that have to be produced then will consume 21.5 million tons of oil--a volume 
representing all our current [annual] oil production. This will deprive the country 
of an indispensable hard currency revenue. 


The minister of energy added that nuclear energy can take care of securing 40 percent 
of Egypt's total electric energy needsin the year 2000 and save 12 million tons of 
oil annually. 


The conference on the organization and amangement of energy in Egypt started its 
meetings yesterday. The conference will last 4 days and has been organized by the 
Central Organization and Management Agency. The opening meeting was attended by 
Dr Hasan Tawfiq, the agency chairman, by the chairmen of oil companies, by experts 
of the National Research Council and of the Nuclear Energy Authority, by a number 
of university professors and by energy representatives of the ministries of peto- 
leum, transport and electricity. 


Engineer Ahmad 'Izz al-Din Hilal has stated that our oil export revenues amount to 
$9 billion, of which 2 billion are allocated for prospecting and 4 billion for local 
consumption. 


Oil represents 83 percent of the energy resources in Egypt. Our current consumption 
has amounted to 18.5 million tons [annually] and will amount to 50 million tons in 
the year 2000. 


Engineer Hilal has also said that we are seeking to obtain energy from the available 
energy sources, including oil, water and nuclear and solar energy, at the lowest 

prices. The Egyptian Higher Energy Council has determined that Egypt's energy needs 
will amount in the year 2000 to nearly 65.5 million tons, including 50 million tons 
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of oil, 5 million tons of water and 10 million tons of alternative sources. As for 
oil, our current production has reached 35.5 million tons which are used for generating 
electricity [as published]. This is the worst use of oil products because we are 
compelled to burn 30 percent of the production to generate electricity. 


He has also said that by signing thenuclear weapons nonproliferation treaty, Egypt 
has been able to change its geographic [as published] and political image in the 
world. Contracts have been concluded for the purchase of eight nuclear plants from 
France, the United States, Germany and Canadia. Each plant costs 1.2 billion pounds. 
Thus, nuclear energy will contribute to generating 40 percent of Egy .'s electricity. 
A special law has been issued to allocate a certain percentage of oil revenues for 
alternative energy sources. A sum of $500 million, constituting 20-25 percent of 

the oil revenues, has been actually allocated for alternative energy. 


Dr Hasan Tawfiq, the chairman of the Central Organization and Management Agency, 
has said that energy has become one of the most important issues preoccupying both 
the advanced and the developing countries of the world as a natural result of the 
rising demand for energy to meet the development requirements and needs. 





In his address, Engineer Mahir Abazah stated that Egypt possesses an enormous store 
of renewable and unconventional energy sources, especially solar energy, wind energy 
which is available throughout our northern and eastern coastline and under ground 
thermal energy. He has also said that we have begun to employ the solar and wind 
energy to serve life. It is expected that the national program for the utilization 
of renewable and unconventional energy will be intensified so as to contribute to 

a part of the power generated in the year 2000. 


Dr Husayr Kazim, the first deputy chairman of the Central Organization and Management 
Agency, has stated that the conference activities will be divided among four commit- 
tees, namely: The financing and investment committee, the production and marketing 
committee, the organization and personnel committee and the streamlining committee. 
Each of the committees will deal with one dimension of the issue so that the dialogue 
and the discussion may be based on scientific specialization and expertise and on 

the practical experiences gained. 
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EGYPT 


NEW REGULATIONS GOVERNING HOUSING LOANS DETAILED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 20 Nov @1 pp 1, 16 


[Article: "Housing Loans Amounting to 95 Percent, of Value of House at Three Per- 
cent Interest Rate; Housing Law Executive Regulations Approved: Maximum Down Pay- 
ment for Apartment 2,000 Pounds; Two-Thirds of Apartments in Any Building for Rent; 
Lighting Stairway Is Responsibility of Tenant” ] 


[Text] The State Council has approved the housing law executive regulations which 
state that the housing construction cooperatives and the citizens may get loans amoun~ 
ting to 95 percent of the value of an apartment at a soft interest rate of 3 percent 
and repayable over 30 years, provided that the advance rent money collected does 

not exceed 500 pounds for economy-level housing, 1,000 pounds for middle-level hous- 
ing and 2,000 pounds for above middle-level housing and provided that the tenant 

is given a receipt showing how the advance will be deducted from the rent and the 

date on which the apartment will be delivered ready for occupany. 


The regulations also stipulate that two-thirds the number of apartments in any building 
be set aside for renting and the remaining third for sale [presumably as condominiums ], 
if the landlord so wishes. It is obligatory that fraction remaining after dividing 

the total number of apartments into three parts be set aside for housing rental. 


The regulations further stipulate that the tenant shall shoulder the expense of stair- 
way lighting and lift operation and the minimum wage limit for the worker or workers 
operating them. The landowner shall shoulder the expense of installing an indepen- 
dent electricity meter for each of the stairway and the lift. The cost of the elec- 
tricity consumed by the stairway lights will be divided among the building occupants 
according to the number of rooms in each unit, with the living room counted as one 

of the rooms. The cost of the electricity consumed by the lift will be divided among 
the floors at which the lift stops, exc uding the ground floor. 


The regulations also stipulate that the construction license issued shall define 

the level of the building and that the specifications set shallnot be exceeded during 
construction in any manner that may change the housing level for which the license 

is issued. The rent, except for luxury housing, shall be set on the basis of assess- 
ment of the value of the land, in comparison with similar land, at the time when 

the construction license is issued. The cost of the buildings will be calculated 
according to the actual costs at the time of construction. In case construction 
covers the entire area licensed, then the entire costs of the land, buildings, founda- 
tions and external public utility connections shall be calculated. 
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In case construction covers the entire area licensed but the building does not rise 

to the maximum height permitted, then the total value of the land, the buildings 
constructed, the foundations and the external public utility connections shall be 
calculated on the basis of the number of floors built in comparison to the total number 
of floors permitted by the height restrictions. 


If the tenant finds that the rent set by the landlord in the lease contract is not 
correct, he may ask the committee concerned to set the rent within 90 days of signing 
the contract or of taking occupancy of the place. The tenant must include in his 
request an address in the country to which the committee's notifications may be sent, 
otherwise the notifications sent to his address at the property concerned shall be 
correct. 


For the economy-level housing units, the loan will amount to 90 percent of the unit 
costs, including the land, the foundations and the buildings, with the maximum value 
of the loan amounting to no more than 5,000 pounds given at an interest rate of three 
percent. In middle-level or above middle-level housing, the loan will amount to 

80 percent of the unit costs, including the land, the foundations and the buildings, 
with the maximum value of the loan amounting to no more than 7,500 pounds given at 

an interest rate of 3 percent for the first 6,000 pounds and a rate of 5 percent 

for whatever exceeds 6,000 pounds and up to 7,500 pounds. 


In case an economy-level housing unit or more are built on land belonging to a coopera- 
tive or an individual or in case a building already existing on such land is completed 
or elevated, then the loan shall amount to 90 percent of the costs of each unit, 
uncluding the foundations, and shall exceed no more than 4,000 pounds per unit, provided 
that the sum of the total loan given to a single landlord does not exceed 150,000 
pounds at an interest rate of 3 percent. For middle-level or above middle-level 
housing, the loan shall amount to 80 percent of the unit costs, including the cost 

of the foundations, with a maximum of 6,000 pounds per unit and provided that the 

toal sum of the loan does not exceed 150,000 pounds given at an interest rate of 

three percent for the first 5,000 pounds of the loan for each unit and 5 percent 

for whatever exceeds this sum and up to 6,000 pounds for each unit. 


The loan rates for the new communities will amount to 90 percent of the costs of 

an economy-level housing unit, including the costs of the land, foundations and build- 
ings, with a maximum loan of 6,000 pounds per unit at an interest rate of three percent. 
For middle-level or above middle-level housing, the loan will amount to 90 percent 

of the costs of the unit, including the land, foundations and buildings, with a maxi- 
mum loan of 8,500 pounds [per unit] at an interest rate of 3 percent. 


In case land belonging to cooperatives or to individuals is used for the construc- 
tion of one or more economy-level housing units or in case a building already existing 
on such land is completed or elevated, the loan will amount to 90 percent of the 

cost of the unit, including the foundations, with a maximum of 5,000 pounds [per 
unit] and provided that the total sum of the loan doesn't exceed 200,000 pounds per 
landlord and is given at an interest rate of three percent. In case of middle-level 
or above middle-level housing, the loan will amount to 90 percent of the cost of 

a unit, including the foundations, with a maximum loan of 7,000 pounds [per unit] 

and provided that the total sum of the loan per landlord doesn't exceed 200,000 pounds 
and is given at an interest rate of three percent. The percentage shall be increased 
to 95 percent of the unit costs if the loan is for a worker in the new cities. 
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Loan collateral will consist of an official first mortgage of the land and the buildings. 
When necessary, a second mortgage on the land may be accepted if the land carries 
(another mortgage). The collateral for loans used for completion or elevation will 
consist of (a statement of concession) in accordance with the civil law governing 
contractors and architects. This concession must be registered and will be (valid) 
as of the time of registration. 


The loan and its interest must be repaid within a maximum period of 30 years for 
economy-level housing, 25 years for middle-level housing and 20 years for above middle- 
level housing. It must also be repaid in annual installments, the first of which 

will be due 3 years after the disbursement of the first installment of the loan. 

The borrower must undertake to pay the interest annually throughout this period. 


8494 
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EGYPT 


CAUSES OF SKILLED LABOR SHORTAGE DISCUSSED, SOLUTIONS PROPOSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 21 Nov 81 p 9 


[Article by 'Ismat Shakir: "Wages Are Main Reason for Labor Emigration; Should We 
Ban Emigration or ixpand Labor Training" ] 

[Text] How can we develop and retain skilled labor and, at the same time, deal with 
the problem of the shortage of skilled labor? This is the point put forthe by Presi- 
dent Husni Mubarak for discussion. Because development cannot be realized without 
human endeavor, this page presents a number of opinions which discuss the causes 

of the problems and the means to solve it. They are the opinions of experts and 

of leaderships whose utilities rely totally on scarce skilled labor. 


Engineer 'Abd al-Samad Fayid, the deputy chairman of the Railroad Authority, says 
that wages are the main reason for the shortage of skilled labor we are experiencing. 
The inducements of work abroad, where the wages are high, encourage the worker to 

go abroad to escape the limited wages which he earns in Egypt. For example, the 
railroad utility is experiencing a major shortage in train engineers, which is the 
main labor problem in the utility, especially insofar as the freight trains are con- 
cerned. This is in addition to the shortage of skilled machinists, technicians, 
signal maintenance workers and workers in other spheres which afffect the utility's 
operational efficiency. Even though the law concerning the independence of the util- 
ity has been issued, it is still not permitted to free its wages and its starting 
salaries. Regarding the annual appointments made through the [Ministry of] Manpower, 
the authority is compelled to accept hundreds of appointees with middle-level educa- 
tional qualifications who wish to work in clerical jobs whereas the railroad's work 
relies on skilled labor. The same applies to those with middle-level technical 
qualifications who refuse to work astrain engineers and flee the utility. 


Kamal Fayzi, the chairman of the Postal Authority, stresses the need to curtail the 
emigration of skilled labor so as to put a stop to the deterioration in the state's 
production and service utilities, citing as an example the postal sector which suffers 
from the escape of drivers and machinists. 


The same view is expressed by Maj Gen Yunis al-Ansari, the chairman of Cairo Airport, 
who expresses alarm over the phenomenon of encouraging the emigration of the workers 
needed by Egypt, pointing out that 12 airliners, and during peak period 15 airliners, 
take off for Jordan daily, each carrying nearly 200 passengers [workers] at a time 
when we are experiencing a severe shortage of such labor in Egypt. The issue is 

not confined to workers. What is more, 10 veteran engineers experienced with Cairo 
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Airport and difficult to replace left for Saudi Arabia and have not returned yet. 
As for ordinary labor, it is enough to know that 25 welders have been appointed to 
the airport and that only two of them are now available. 


Mahmud al-Tunisj, the official in charge of the biggest central directorate for train- 
ing on skilled crafts and driving in the Ministry of Transport, says: The UN has 
helped by supplying us with equipment costing millions of pounds to train the skilled 
labor needed for the Egyptian transport sector and other sectors. One of the biggest 
and most advanced training centers in Egypt has been set up. But the Ministry of 
Manpower has failed to supply us with the manpower to be trained, despite our repeated 
requests to the agencies of this ministry which is responsible for manpower in Egypt 
and despite the severe shortage in the crafts for which the training center has been 
set up, namely: Drivers, engine and chassis maintenance machinists, electricians, 
latherers, welders, plumbers, ironsmiths and tire and lubrication machinists. 


Despite the shortage, the number of those applying for training doesn't exceed 10- 
15 persons. 


Al-Tunisi stresses the need to curtail the emigration of skilled workers, especially 
drivers, because the transport sector alone needs nearly 1,000 drivers to operate 
the contracts [means of transportation] that have just begun to be delivered. Al- 
Tunisi further stresses that no public or private sector driver should be licensed 
before attending a training course in one of the specialized training centers so 

as to reduce accidents and the loss in lives and in installations. 


The undersecretary of the ministry of transport says that he is ready to graduate 
400 first-class drivers every 3 months by introducing two shifts [at the training 
center], provided that the required number of trainees be made available. The same 
applies to the other crafts. 


While many demand that the emigration of skilled labor be curtailed, Engineer Nabil 
Halawah, the chairman of the Public Transport Authority and the Consultative Council 
member, opposes the principle of banning emigration and says that we must not view 
matters from a single angle but must consider the pan-Arab angle as well. Egypt 

has a civilizational commitment toward its Arab sisters. This is a national and 
pan-Arab duty imposed on Egypt by its historical, cultural and leadership responsi- 
bility. Therefore, the continued emigration of Egyptian labor is needed. More- 

over, there is a saturation point in the Arab area itself because the development 
requirements will inevitably reach a level at which they will be able to absorb no 
more Egyptian labor in the future. The authority chairman adds that Egypt has a 
population of 42 million people and can continually make up for the shortage caused 

by labor emigration with new numbers and cadres. He further says that it is not 
impossible to develop new labor at a time when the number of students from the elemen- 
tary to the secondary stages alone exceeds one million students. Moreover, university 
graduates wait several years before they are appointed. 


Engineer Nabil Halawah says some of the solutions needed to deal with the shortage 
of skilled labor in Egypt lie in expanding the establishment of industrial schools, 
in reducing the emphasis on [theoretical] education so as to tie education to our 
requirements and, in setting up training centers in the major authorities through 
coordination with the Ministry of Education. We must also increase the training 
missions we send abroad so that they may gain the latest and best expertise in the 
world and must modify the wage policy. 
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Khayri Hashim, the chairman of the General Post, Telegraph and Telephone Workers 

Union and the Consultative Council member, stresses that the principle of labor emi- 
gration must not be undermined because the problem of the skilled labor drain cannot 
be solved by banning emigration but by developing new labor and by turning the 
training operation into a policy that proceeds side by side with the production policy 
because training and production are a single and inseparable process. 


Regarding the possibilities of graduating new labor, Khayri Hashin says: "It is 
necessary to modify the role of the Workers University which is scheduled to be esta- 
blished so that it may concern itself with training primarily and so that its instal- 
lations may turn into training centers. Its role must not be that of giving theore- 
tical degrees. The regional universities and colleges must also turn into centers 
graduating the skilled labor we need and must not be colleges for the graduation 

of more employees [civil servants]. There is also the possibility of using the instal- 
lations of these colleges during the summer holidays to train and develop craftsmen. 


"The door of promotion to the higher administrative levels must also be opened to 
people with middle-level technical qualifications so as to create among them the 
motive for continuing [their service]. Such promotions should not continue to be 
confined to people with higher qualifications. Khayri Hashim further adds that the 
problem of the current excess labor in clerical jobs and unskilled jobs must also 

be solved through the so-called transformation training, i.e., developing new skills 
in the existing manpower." 


Regarding the causes of the Egyptian labor drain, Khayri Hashim says that it is due 

to wages. To deal with this cause, the establishments and firms must be given the 

free right to set the prices of their services. Each establishment or firm has its 
conditions and its activities and all the state activities [services] should turn 

into economic activities based on the (principle of the right price for the right 
cost). Thus, a profit-making company can pay higher wages than a losing company. 

This will motivate the workers of the latter to exert efforts to overcome their losses. 


8494 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


AERIAL FERTILIZATION, SPRAYING--The Ministry of Agriculture has decided to draw up 

a plan to use aircraft in spraying 425,000 feddans of cotton with pesticides in the 
coming season, in addition to spraying other areas cultivated with corn, rice, toma- 
toes and fruit trees. It has also been decided to use aircraft in the so-called 
"paper fertilization" of 600,000 feddans cultivated with cotton throughout the re- 
public. It has been further decided to continue the experiment of reducing the quan- 
tity of pesticide used for spraying a feddan of cotton from 10 liters to 5 liters 

in view of the success of last year's experiment in 161,000 feddans-~an experiment 
which brought down the spraying costs by 40 percent. Dr Mahmud Dawud, the minister 
of agriculture and food security, reviewed yesterday with Engineer Ahmad Rif ‘at, 

the ministry's general director of desert locust control and of agricultural avia- 
tion, the use of the agricultural aircraft fleet in the 1981 season and the program 
for the utilization of this fleet in the 1982 season. On the other hand, the Mini- 
stry of Agriculture has received a warning from the Desert Locust Control Section 

of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization to the effect that locusts are multiply- 
ing at very high rates in Morocco, Sudan and Central Africa. [Text] [Cairo AL- 
AHRAM in Arabic 22 Nov 81 p 8] 8494 
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IRAN 


ANNIVERSARY OF ‘DEPARTURE: OF DEVIL", ‘ARRIVAL OF ANGEL' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 9 Jan 82 pp 1, 15 


[Text] We were discussing ‘those days' and right now we are in the third anniver- 
sary of the days whose grandeur, magnificance, and brightness continues to 

dazzle the eyes of history: the ouster of the shah and the arrival of the Iman, 
the days of 'the shah has gone’ ‘the Immam has come’, the days when ‘the shah 
went out and the angel came in', the days of expectation and death throes, the 
days which saw the passing of a 2,500-year-old system. ! 


We said those were days of exile and of a special kind of oppression. Drops of 
blood shone on the ground everywhere like those of the sacrificial lamb. We said 
the renewal and keeping alive the memory of those days in the minds and emotions 
of the people is certainly a sacred duty. Otherwise, there is great fear of 
forgetfulness and consequently a gradual tampering with history. 


There are many, pen in hand, commentators and writers of history who right now, 
and in the presence of those busy trying to manufacture history, are tampering 
with history. They of course analyze the history of these days! One remembers 

the good old days when, after the Qom and Tabriz uprisings of January 1978, which 
observed the 40th day mournings of events but were more intended to safeguard the 
realm of Islam, religious guidance and a place to turn to--things of which Qom 
was a symbol--and which set fire to the centers of the shah's corruption and 
plunder (movie theaters, liquor shops and banks), suddenly there appeared on the 
walls of Tehran University and the Medical College huge handwritten posters saying 
'The dawn of socialism"! 


A lifetime of privation, of the inability to have the courage and the chance to 
raise voice against an establishment can result in such daydreaming and haste. 
Analysts busy with the yet unseen revolution had become so hasty that when the 
first stones hit liquor shops and movie theater ticket windows they shouted 
"Socialism has dawned"! 


We felt fearful from those very moments and later events showed that our antici- 
pated danger had not been farfetched. Step by step events of the revolution were 
subjected to such commentaries and manipulations based on claimed scientific, 
historic, realistic, legalistic grounds! 


They analyzed occurrances in Kurdistan as being caused by the contrast between the 
feudal system and the farmer, saying it is a war between the two, with the farmer 
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being the socialist! The Democratic Party, Komeleh, feda'y guerrillas and the 
corrupt johnny-come-lately. revolutionary sheikh are all in the rank of farmers: 
This would thus show up the government, the establishment and its class entrench- 
ment. They settled the issue with a formula or two. They become the vanguards of 
laborers and farmers while the government became feudal and capitalist! The war 
too was inescapable, scientific, just and progressive! 


They did worse in the case of the Qarna incident. The Islamic Government of Iran 

became Israel's mate and Qarna became the curse of division and Deir Yassin. 

By the publication of '‘irrefutible and at the same time scientifically based docu- 
ments and proofs' they showed the martyred Chamran to be another Begin and Moshe 

Dayan. 


That is not all. We could say that because Kurdistan, Qarna and Tabriz were not 
close, distance caused the discrepancy in the analysis. No, things had gone much 
further. Even in the case of incidents at the University which occurred before 
your very eyes, the events were immediately blown up into something of which not 
even 10 percent nor any of it was true. Tell us what was the National Front in 
those days, what did it do, what background and experience did it have, what role 
was it playing? Except for the BBC md its fellow trumpeters, what place and what 
authority considered these sevenfold shroud-decayed living dead as having any 
role or influence or possessing anything? Of course they did have a lot of 
things, lots of schemes! But no one from the masses, except those who still 
remembered a name from the past, or those who referred to them with sarcasm and 
curse, or the aristocrats and dignitaries possessing substantial necks and 
stomachs, knew whether the National Front was vegetable or animal. We can still 
hear the Imam saying: ‘The peddlars are on the move, coming and going in order 
to divert the movement’. Those who created the first nights of Moharram and 
covered the dark curtain of night with their blood, called out that if the Imam 
should give the sign they would cart away the rubble from these rackets, fronts 
and organizations in a nose bag. 


Presently anyone who is unaware of the Iranian revolution, or is not close to it, 
or has 'participated' in all phases of the revolution from behind shuttered win- 
dows, would be led to think in turning the pages of the newspapers of those days 
that this ridiculous front, made up of a handful of disgraced, self-professed 
nationalists, had led the revolution! 


Is not the word manipulation inadequate to describe such self-aggrandizement, 
such fabrication of lies? It is the height of injustice to say they were tamper- 
ing. Even treason is not an adequate description. What can one really call it? 


One day they would prevent the front page publication of the words of a man who 
carried the weight of the revolution alone on his shoulders, whose endurance amazed 
mountains, and who had the eyes of the world on him, while the next day newspapers 
carried front-page words and pictures of pseudo-dignitaries passing their days 

with ambassadors, ministers of the great shah, or quite openly ignored the slogan 
of ‘Death to the shah' and kept away from those who were for the Islamic Republic. 
Was not this treason? This is the greatest cruelty that history will accord this 
great man. No, no; not history but those who write it! And not towards him, but 
towards us. How would you suggest dealing with such treason? 


5854 
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IRAN 


SAUDI RULERS CRITICIZED, CALLED "DEVOTED PIGS OF U.S.' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 2 Jan 82 pp 16,2 


[Text] When we wrote that usurping Israel annexed the Golan Heights to the occu- 
pied land of Palestine at a time when Syria stood alone, taking advantage of the 
disagreements between the Arabs and of the world situation, a reader wrote to us 
and said, no, Syria is not alone, and all the awake Arab masses are at Syria's 
side. He sccffingly wrote that you (meaning this humble writer) have given Israel 
such a high value that it is reminiscent of the story about the lion and the hunt- 
er. The same reader advised us that the region's reactionary regimes must be 
overthrown in order to liberate Palestine. 


Although we :immediately understood what the letter writer's point was since we had 
previously written on this matter at length, and had even written a piece entitled 
"The First Step to Liberating Palestine Is the Overthrow of the Region's Reaction- 
ary Regimes," the region's current situation and particularly Hafiz al-Asad's 
trips to Persian Gulf countries and the Iranian foreign minister's important trip 
to the brother country of Syria convinced us to once again allude to the region's 
current affairs. | 


l--Velayati's trip to Syria at the present time possesses special importance, to 
wit: 


a) Syria is a country which has resisted usurping Israel all alone for years, and 
which under the most difficult of circumstances has not been willing to make peace 
or compromise. When I remind you that Egypt, despite its powerful army, submitted 
to the shameful agreements as a result of Sadat's treacheries, the importance of 
Syria's resistance and steadfastness becomes even clearer to us. 


b) Syria's military forces in Lebanon have stood firmly and solidly against Isra- 
el's aggressive plots, carrying out an extremely dangerous mission. It can be 
said with certainty that Syria's deterrent force, along with the forces of the 
Palestinians, Amal, and the National Movement are large obstructions to Israel's 
expansionism in Lebanon. 


c) Syria's SAM missiles in the Beqa' Valley also possess extremely great strategic 


importance. Thus it is not without reason that Israel has attempted by threats 
and intimidation to eliminate these missiles from Lebanon. Of course one of the 
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basic goals of Phillipe Habib's two recent trips to the region was connected with 
this. 


d) Syria had an effective role in bringing the traitorous Fahd peace plan to de- 
feat and thus defeating the Arab leaders conference in Fez, Morocco. 


In addition to the above items, Velayati's trip to Syria also possesses special 
importance for Iran, as follows: 


a) Iran is one of the most powerful countries in the region, and incidentally one 
of the main reasons for Saddam Takriti's assault on Islamic Iran was to weaken 
Iran's military strength. In reality, Saddam carried out a mission on behalf of 
the United States to weaken the anti-Zionist front. 


b) Iran is the most obstinate enemy of usurping Israel, and the first country to 
firmly raise the call for Israel's destruction. Imam Khomeyni has also commanded 
that "Israel must be destroyed." 


c) Despite the fact that from the very beginning of Saddam's broad assault on [ran 
he received and is still receiving unsparing support from regional reactionisn, 
his condition now is such that he is suffering heavy defeats daily at the hands 

of the self-sacrificing forces of Islam. The importance of this matter stems from 
the fact that Iran is fighting with a "strategy of blood." This is a new method 
which can become a model for the liberation of Jerusalem and the destruction of 
Israel. 


The victories of "Tariq ol-Qods" and "Matla'olFajr" showed that in the war arena 
it is manpower, faith, and fighting force that possess strategic importance. 
Therefore these victories can awake the sleeping Arab conscience and further ex- 
hort the Arabs to liberate Jerusalem. 


d) In light of the worldwide propaganda spread by regional reactionism claiming 
relations between Iran and Israel, Velayati's trip shows that Islamic Iran, even 
at the peak of Saddam Takriti's assault while enemy forces are present on its 
soil, has invested capital to destroy Israel and is ready to fight at the side of 
the Syrian brothers against Jerusalem's occupiers. This affair will not only foil 
the black propaganda of regional reactionism, but will also foil the plots of the 
al-Sa'ud who started up propaganda about so-called "Tranian expansionism" and 
staged the developments in Bahrain and Kuwait in order to divert Arab public opin- 
ion from the AWACS sale and the strategic treaty between Israel and the United 
States. Finally, the most important feature of Velayati's trip stems from the 
fact that Saddam Takriti is close to complete collapse. Now it is in light of 
this matter that we say as brothers and friends to Hafiz al-Asad, the president 

of the brother country of Syria, that at the present time Iran is Syria's biggest 
backer in the serious, broad struggle against usurping Israel. We also say that 
the eastern front of struggle against Israel must definitely and surely be smooth- 
ed by the overthrow of Saddam Takriti. In other words, it is solely the over- 
throw of Saddam the American which can smooth the way for the liberation of the 
occupied lands and Palestine. It is for this reason that we say that any attempt 
to preserve Saddam at this moment can, willingly or not, serve U.S. and Israeli 
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interests. Beyond this, not only the American Saddam but the region's other reac- 
tionary governments must be overthrown. As long as the Saudi Arabian regime pours 
the milk of petroleum to the United States and the West, the United States will 
never let up its support for Israel, and the Zionist regime will continue its ag- 
gressions. 


To speak more correctly and clearly, the Saudi Arabian regime is not a shrine in 
which one can seek refuge. If the goal is to use the Arabs’ nationalistic feel- 
ings for the struggle against Israel, reliance must be placed on the Arab nation, 
not on the devoted pigs of the United States who have become the unlawful rulers 
of the Arabian Peninsula. in light of the region's current situation, the revolu- 
tionary trip of Iran's foreign minister to Syria is destiny-making in any case. 

We hope that brother Hafiz al-Assad will pave the way for union and solidarity 

for the definitive struggle to destroy Israel through his trip to Iran and meetings 
with authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Simultaneously, Syria should 
desist from mediating to preserve Saddam since Saddam's existence is an automatic 
barrier to the liberation of the occupied lands and beloved Jerusalem. Although 
it is true that the war's end at any time can reserve greater manpower and wea- 
ponry for confronting Israel, Iran's conditions for any exchange are that it be 
effective and that no trace of Saddam remains. 


The overthrow of the American Saddam will truly be a model for a freedom-loving 
struggle to the awake consciences in the Muslin, Arab nation and the world. This 
new method must be registered in the world. Then the world's Muslims will compre- 
hend that they can push the occupying Zionists into the ocean's depths and attain 
their desires even with empty hands and the weapon of "God is great." Truly it 
must be said that what Israel fears is 100 million Arabs and 1 billion world Mus- 
lims, and that it well knows how cannons and tanks can turn into wooden rifles 
when they confront the determined will of the people. 
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IRAN 


ARMY COMMANDER EXPLAINS SOLDIERS' ‘SPIRITUAL REFORM' 
LD191606 Tehran IRNA in English 1518 GMT 19 Feb 82 


[Text] Tehran, 19 Feb (IRNA)--A ground force commander of the Iranian armed 
forces said in Tehran Wednesday that those of the army commanders who spent as 
much as 20 years of their professional lives with the armed forces during the 
past regime, cannot logically be expected to have undergone a spiritual reform 
and transfigured into "white knights" overnight. 


Colonel Sayad-e Shirazi who was speaking at the first of a 2-day seminar of 

the Political and Ideological Office of the Ground Force in Tehran said that the 
central function of the office is making a genuine effort to discover and to 
implement a proper methodology for the intellectual and moral cultivation of the 
rank and (?file) members of the army "in keeping with prophetic practices." 


He said the task should be done in a manner appealing to the personnel of the 
armed forces rather than demanding them to reform themselves under coercion. 
Elsewhere in his speech in the session he expressed confidence that God would 
continue to aid the Iranian people and that however much the superpowers insinuate 
misgivings to the world, they cannot stop the triumph of right over falsehood. 


In another speech to the audience, the head of the Political and Ideological 
Office of the Ground Forces, Hojat ol-Eslam Kamelan, urged the responsible 
authorities in the department to focus their task on religious and spiritual 
cultivation of the army personnel rather than permitting themselves to interfere 
in the administrative and executive affairs, which are solely within the domain 
of the army commanders. 


csa: 4600/273 
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IRAN 


"ECONOMIC TERRORISTS' ACCUSED FOR INFLATION, HIGH PRICES 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 18 Jan 82 pp l, 2 


[Text] There is no doubt that many of our economic difficulties stem from our 
struggle for independence, from overt and covert economic siege, from war and 
from intricate conspiracies of the possessor of gold and silver and similar fac- 
tors. We did not want to be servants. We preferred to be free rather than fed but 
servile, or put in a more realistic way to chew on the bone bestowed on us by the 
master, even though we did not suffer hunger. This is our only sin in today's 
world. Otherwise if you are a lackey and sell yourself and your country, present 
your oil, gas and mineral resources on a platter, give whatever they want, say 
"Yes, sir', let your tongue hang out and wag your tail, then they will open the 
feed-bag for you. 


Be a servant, be a dog and no power on earth will fight with you. They will have 
all kinds of praise for your government. They will open for you the door to 
riches, abundance, stores and feed-bags. Be a servant and the master will not 
allow you to remain in line for a moment. He will lay at your feet chicken meat, 
pasteurized milk and everything else. 


But if it is going to be independence and disobedience, as it is, then there will 
be war. They fight, they kill, they destroy, they create new expenditures for 
the government, they pound the country's ports and they fire upon cargo ships and 
tankers. Naturally when airlines, seaports and transportation centers and roads 
are not like before and there are a thousand and one persuasive military, politi- 
cal, and economic projects under way against us and when because of an oil- 
dependent economy most of our needs come from the treasury of the Frank [pejora- 
tive reference to Europe], it follows that we will face shortages, inflation, 
unemployment and economic pressure. 


These very days the lackey government of Iraq, with all its conspiracies defeated 
and faced with importance, weakness, setback and retreat, has come up with another 
ruse: the ridiculous claim announced by bugle and horn that it has mined the 
entrance to the Persian Gulf and will blow up vessels that pass through the strait. 
This laughable and childish claim is to create an atmosphere that would force 
ships, because of fear or the excuse of fear, to refrain from operating and thus 
cause Iran more shortages and difficulties. 


Needless to say if anything similar to such a claim had been voiced by Iran, they 
would have by now mobilized the whole world against us by saying ‘Look, Iran has 
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threatened international shipping lanes and endangered the peace and security of 
the gulf’. But at the present time the international news media and trumpets are 
themselves the proclaimers, promoters and encouragers of the Iraqi claim in order 
to create that atmosphere. Yet everybody knows that if Iraq's ground forces fac- 
ing Iran have been brought to their knees, its naval forces fumbled from the very 
first days and even hours of the war and as a result cannot do a darn thing. 


Be it as it may, this atmosphere making, which is a small part of enemy conspira- 
cies against us, is being carried out so that if your and our government, strength, 
nationhood, revolution, independence and self-sufficiency cannot be destroyed 

by war, they may be smashed by various and numerous economic blows. 


Then how can one see all of this and not see their effect in our streets, homes 
and cottages? During the whole 50-year Pahlavi rule effort and power supported the 
policy of giving oil in return for arms, giving oil in return for wheat, selling 
oil cheap and using the unpaid price to buy goods at high prices, to deliver raw 
and unrefined materials, which are the capital and yeast of industry, at the 
cheapest rates in return for eggs, meat, cooking oil and rice. If we had waited 
another few years for the doors of the ‘Great civilization’ to open, things would 
have been even better! As that gate opened we would have had to import bottled 
water and air, frozen no less! 


We are now passing through such a situation. Look at other governments and revolu- 
tions. They were never up against such crushing difficulties. Our government 

is the government of heroes. Even though others when compared to our government 
and revolution had less problems and more opportunities, yet were unable to pre- 
yent terrible starvations, to prevent plague, cholera, famine, death from starva- 
tion and many other dangerous diseases. 


Add to all of these the tricks, hocus-pocus and cute, intricate domestic scenes. 
Many people think on one side are branded and labeled but inexperienced, naive 
and simple capitalists and on the other an indifferent, uninformed and an unaware 
government. This view would be the height of negligence and foolishness. The 
fact is that in addition to the overt war with Iraq there is a covert and intri- 
cate domestic battle going on. While we are grappling with economic issues and 
ways to resolve its difficulties, we are in a state of war. Now what problems the 
war involves is another subject. But it is nevertheless a war that is going on. 


The government is engaged in a struggle. Whether we talk about it or not, all our 
forces and responsible and committed arms of government are engaged one way or 
another with economic difficulties and with experienced, cunning and tricky 
terrorists. You can call this what you want. 


When a government or an agency acts to insure the rights of tne oppressed it is 
confronted with the opposition of greedy profiteering capitalists who, familiar 
with a thousand tricks of the trade learned from international capitalism and 
their own 40-year personal and guild experiences, move to frustrate and destroy 
the new decision and plan and do so in such a manner as not to be caught either 
on the wrong side of the law or religious jurisprudence. This is a war. You may 
call it what you want. 
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The complication of dealing with economic terrorists is better understood when we 
see that in past years the life-line of our economy and economic system has 
fallen into their hands, has been in their hands. To appreciate the situation, 
consider yourself as being in confrontation with someone who has hijacked a plane, 
is holding hostages and has bombs to blow up the aircraft. How to capture the 
terrorist without having the passengers killed. That is a big problem. 


First of all, the number of capitalists is not limited to 10 or 20. Moreover con- 
fronting one of them does not mean the others would not get involved and small 
capitalists with whom we have no problem would not join the fray. A word is said 
about economic terrorists and those who are not in that group nevertheless with- 
draw their money from banks. Another more important thing is that hoarding and 
profiteering capitalists are not inexperienced fellows. If you happen to know a 
thousand economic techniques, they will use yet another new one. The fact is that 
this group is more clever and sharp, more experienced and more familiar with the 
law than to allow its tail to be caught in a trap. 


So you deal with economic [sic] terrorists in quick fashion because except for 
bombs they have nothing. But an economic terrorist has both the bomb and the 
factory and you should seize the bomb and smash him without losing the factory. 
Otherwise we will be doing as did the person who wanted to kill an enemy standing 
behind him. He had to plunge the spear into his own breast so that it came out of 
his back to kill the enemy. 


5854 
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IRAN 


PRODUCTION ADVANCES REPORTED IN VARIOUS FIELDS 
Light Industry in Kermanshahan 
Tehran BURS in Persian 21 Dec 81 p 8 


[Text] Capital investment of 23.5 million rials has been made to start up one 
unit producing plastic parts for machinery and household goods and a unit produc- 
ing decorative tiles. According to the PARS correspondent, during 22 November- 

21 December 1981 the Industries and Mines General Office of this province issued 
installation permits for the above-mentioned production units and an operational 
permit for a cabinet-making [sic] unit in the Songor and Kaliani city-region with 
investment of 4.25 million rials. 


The plastic-making unit has an annual capacity of 41,472 plastic parts. The tile 
unit has an annual capacity of 25,000 square meters of tiles, 10,000 concrete 
pipes, 25,000 cement blocks, and 65,000 decorative tiles. The cabinet-making 

[sic] unit has a monthly capacity of 120 square meters. A total of 30 persons will 
be employed. 


Hamadan Wheat 
Tehran BURS in Persian 21 Dec 81 p 8 


[Text] The Rural Cooperative Organization of the Hamadan city-region announced 
that its Purchase Center has purchased 42,527,935 kilograms [46,781 tons] of 
standard wheat for one billion rials, and 9 tons [sic, 5,039 tons] of non- 
standard wheat for 330,236,000 rials from farmers in the Hamadan city-region 
during the current year. 


According to a PARS NEWS AGENCY report, this organization also made loans to 
2,652 members of rural cooperative companies, amounting to 128,532,150 rials. It 
also dug 10 deep wells, 22 shallow wells, and dredged and repaired 73 qanat chan- 
nels. It distributed 23,285 tons of chemical fertilizer and 36 tons of pesticide. 
Of this 23,285 tons of chemical fertilizer, it supplied autumn fertilizer and 
stored a portion of spring urea fertilizer. It distributed about 3,000 tons of 
wheat seed and 36,000 kilograms of wheat seed disinfectant to farmers. It also 
supplied and distributed farmers’ general needs, such as lump and powdered sugar, 
rice, dates, laundry detergent, soap and vegetable oil, for a total value of 
1,588,835,000 rials. These were among the most important activities of the Rural 
Cooperatives Organization, the Rural Cooperative Unions, and Companies in the 
Hamadan city-region during the current year. 


36 














It is necessary to note that the Hamadan city-region has a total of 78 rural 
cooperative companies with 85,891 members, with a total capital of 317,607,000 
rials, and 100,327,000 of legal reserves. Its jurisdiction extends to a total of 
652 villages. 


Rural Roads in Zanjan 
Tehran BUF ersian 21 Dec 81 p 4 


[Text] The implementation of 33 projects has built and put into operation more 
than 300 kilometers of rural roads throughout the Zanjan Province during the 
current year. 


Engineer Kazemi, general director of Roads and Transport in Zanjan Province, spoke 
in an exclusive interview with the PARS NEWS AGENCY correspondent, and added: 
There were 43 rural road projects during the current year, 10 of which are still 
under construction. He added: The total 84 million rial expenditure for these 33 
projects came from developmental plans credit. These roads have connected over 100 
villages with other points in the province. During the same period, with credits 
equaling 54 million rials from petroleum income, a 35-kilometer road connecting 
the villages of Nasirabad, Mirjan, Rahimabad, (Nigi-ye Kond), (Chuchgin) and Saha 
was built, as well as three bridge entrances on the (Gozlu-Khurfan-Qarrehnaz) road 
axis. 


Engineer Kazemi said: During the same period, this general office was able to pave 
more than 300 kilometers of road by setting up direct administration teams. By 
this action connections were established between more than 100 villages and other 
points in the province. 


The general director of Zanjan Province Roads and Transport, in reference to ac- 
tions completed on road control and maintenance, said: With credit equaling 62 
million rials during the current year, one new highway police guard station was 
built and three road-maintenance buildings as well, and 5 guard stations and 12 
maintenance buildings were repaired. Two thousand meters of highway safety wall 
were built and put into operation. Concerning programs now being implemented, he 
said: Among the programs under implementation by the Ministry of Roads and Trans- 
port and the Zanjan Province Roads and Transport General Office are the construc- 
tion and completion of 107 kilometers of rural road, the construction of 260 
kilometers of asphalt secondary road, implementation of an asphalt resurfacing 
project on 110 kilometers of the Avaj-Qazvin road, the construction of one 80- 
meter and one 120-meter bridge, construction of a 20-kilometer bypass for Takestan 
and the Abhar-Khorram Darreh road, and 48 kilometers of asphalt resurfacing on 
the Khodaband road. 


The general director of the Zanjan Province Roads and Transport concluded: This 


office has prepared budget plans for 25 projects to construct about 250 kilometers 
of road. 


37 











Cotton Output 
Tehran BURS in Persian 21 Dec 81 p 8 


[Text] Following the near completion of the cotton harvest in the cultivating 
regions, statistics published by informed persons indicate a crop increase in 
relation to last year's. Fortunately this has caused all the textile mills to 
undertake production with easier minds from the raw material standpoint. It is 
hoped that production will increase on the same basis. 


One person involved in this field said: Despite the fact that this year's cotton 
crop was good from the domestic supply standpoint, reckoning on the basis of the 
crop shows that the harvest dropped on the whole. This is because we had a crop 
of more than 100,000 tons in the past, some of which was exported. In comparison, 
the current export situation shows a decline. However, the present harvest is 
good in comparison with the last two years. We hope that we will obtain a bigger 
crop upon the clarification of the land and cultivation situation. 


He also said: Despite the plentiful supply of cotton, it is currently sold at 
higher than normal prices. For example, grade-one cotton, which should be sold 
for a maximum of 190 rials per kilogram, has been pushed to 350 rials per kilo. 
This will bring about inflation and confusion in the cotton market. We hope that 
concerned officials will take necessary actions to prevent the uncontrolled rise 
in cotton prices, or else the price will go higher than this next year. This is 
because the experience of the last two years has shown that if an item's price 
rises, it will not fall. Last year cotton was 180 rials per kilo. This year it 
has been priced up to 195 rials. We see that price creep in cotton is unavoidable. 
This same authority added: We hope that through a program that is under implemen-_ 
tation, the cotton crop in future years will exceed 200,000 tons, so that the 
cotton export market of the past can once again get under way and the price can 
come down. 


9557 
cso: 4640/113 
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IRAN 


AGRICULTURE, PETROCHEMICALS, MACHINERY GET PRIORITY 
Tehran BURS in Persian 6 Dec 81 p 6 


/Interview with Minister of Industries Seyyed Mostafa Hashemi; date and place not 
given/ 


[Text] Seyyed Mostafa Hashemi, minister of industries and mines, took part in a press 
conference and answered domestic correspondent's questions about various industrial 
fields. The minister of industries and mines stated: The past regime gave us an 
inheritance of affiliated industry, such that at the present time 75 percent of domes- 
tic factory raw materials come from abroad. Furthermore, more than 95 percent of in- 
dustrial machinery must be imported. For example, 90 percent of vegetable oil comes 
from abroad, meaning that the machinery to make oil and make it suitable for canning 
comes from abroad. After action and reaction we can the oil in this country. 


There is the same situation in the textile industry. As another example, both dry 
milk and the cans are imported and we package it here. In general, in order to keep 
our industry from moving, we must import $7 billion worth of raw materials and spare 
parts annually. We hope that in the future we will at least be able to manufacture 
needed equipment through the efforts of committed workers and engineers. In answer 

to a BURS correspondent's question concerning what the level of industrial investment 
from the private sector in the first half of the year had been, the minister of in- 
dustries and mines noted that the figure for industrial investment from the private 
sector was low in relation to 1977-1978, but in the years 1978-1981 it had been appre- 
ciable. 


In response to a second question from the BURS reporter concerning the issuance of a 
membership card to industry owners, the non-possession of which created difficulties 
for owners, the minister of industry and mines aaid: As approved by the Revolution 
Council, all units which were industrially active before 11 February 1979 must have 
files and membership cards issued to them by the ministry of industries and mines. 
The BURS reporter then asked: At the present time, to what industries will the min- 
istry of industry's programs give priority? The minister said: Priority will be 
given to our petrochemical, machinery and agricultural industries. 


9557 
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IRAN 


GOODS CLEARED BY BUSHEHR CUSTOMS INCREASE 
Tehran BURS in Persian 6 Dec 8l p 6 


[Text] During the first six months of the current year, 309,153 tons of imported 
goods valued at 27,586,111,000 rials have been cleared by Bushehr Customs. This 
amount shows a 27 percent increase over the similar period last year. Reza Mahaluji, 
Bushehr Customs general director, while announcing this data in an exclusive inter- 
view with the PARS NEWS AGENCY, said: During the same period, 26,880 tons of Iran- 
ian goods valued at 150,822,000 rials have been exported. This amount chows an 80 
percent increase compared to last year. Concerning customs activities, he said: 

From the beginning of the imposed war until now, Bushehr Customs has had a basic 

role in clearing goods and foodstuffs promptly and getting primary materials to the 
country's factories. Furthermore, customs has been successful in carrying out tre- 
mendous cooperation with the province's General Office of Commerce aimed at distri- 
buting goods justly and controlling price inflation and speculation, in addition to 
preventing the exit of foreign exchange and the country's capital. Concerning prob- 
lems and difficulties, the general director of customs said: One of Bushehr Custom's 
critical problems is that of travelers. Of course they should not be termed travel- 
ers because most of the persons going back and forth between Iranian ports and the 
Persian Gulf sheikdoms are peddlers who import luxury goods by travelling to Arab 
countries. This causes a blow to be struck against the country's economy and the 
Islamic revolution. He added: Brothers and sisters who travel to Persian Gulf Arab 
countries should be aware that bringing in luxury goods not only strikes a blow 
against our country's economy, but will also inflict great damage on the country's 
industries, factories and the workers active in the agricultural sector. Concerning 
excess and smuggled goods, he stated: If a good is more than the legal amount allow- 
ed each traveler, it must be returned within four months. Goods whose return period 
has expired or which are ascertained to be contraband will be confiscated by the gov- 
ernment as abandoned goods. The Bushehr Customs general director said in conclusion: 
In light of the shortage of piers and the crowds of passengers, two passenger store- 
houses are full of goods at the present time. As was usual in the past, we cannot 
even inspect the passengers. For the same reason, completion of passenger affairs 
and clearing their goods takes place slowly. It would be appropriate for concerned 
officials to further investigate this matter. 


9557 
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IRAN 


NEW PROCEDURES CONSIDERED FOR EDUCATION 
Medical Training 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Jan 82 p 4 


[Text] Actions of the Cultural Revolution Staff were announced regarding the edu- 
cation of Islamic researchers and missionaries, the education of professors, and 
raising the quality of higher education in the provinces of Gilan and Mazandaran. 


Dr ‘Ali Shari'atmadari, a member of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolu- 
tion Staff, who had traveled to Gilan in order to participate in Unity Week cere- 
monies at the invitation of Gilan's governor-general, answered queries from 
CENTRAL NEWS BUREAU reporters in an interview in Rasht. The questions concerned 
university issues and the actions of the Cultural Revolution Staff. 


Concerning the status of the Islamic Theological College, he said: With the help 
of professors from the Theological School, a six-year program for the Theological 
College has been put together. The basic goals of this program are the education 
of religious studies teachers and Islamic researchers and missionaries. He added: 
We have decided to found one or two strong centers of instruction in Islamic 
culture and learning. We hope that these two centers will open in Tehran and one 
of the provinces so that we can take a step towards eliminating the deficiency 

in the education of researchers in Islamic culture and religious studies teachers. 


Shari'atmadari, pointing to the necessity of expanding teacher training centers 
and supplying the country's educational needs, said: We need 20,000 students for 
teacher training centers. We can place university resources in the areas of 
science, laboratories and manpower at the service of teacher training. Concerning 
the regionalization of higher education, he said: In this regard, seven or eight 
educational regions have been designated for the whole country. We hope that we 
can utilize existing higher educational institutions to the highest degree 
possible, and get help from existing institutions in good universities in order to 
expand higher educational institutions in deprived regions. 


Dr Shari'atmadari then said: The Cultural Revolution Staff composed a medical 
bill and passed it on to the cabinet. Upon Majlis approval of this bill, we will 
absorb twice as many medical students in universities as we did in the past. This 
bill envisages a consolidation of the [Departments] of Treatment and Education. 

A ministry entitled the Ministry of Hygiene and Medical Education will replace the 
Ministry of Health. By founding such a ministry, we will succeed in supplying 
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treatment services to all of our country's people. Concerning the education and 
selection of professors for universities, he said: The Cultural Revolution 

Staff organized a Professor Selection Committee. In addition to staff members, 

one professor from the Qom Theological School participates. He said furthermore: 
To implement the education program for professors, we have planned programs to 
raise the level of Islamic culture of those professors who will teach in universi- 
ties in the future. According to this planning, professors should complete these 
programs. We will use theological school professors in this program's implementa- 
tion. At the present time, many professors from theological schools are participat- 
ing in committees on divinity schools, planning and university islamification. 


Then, concerning supplying university textbooks, he said: After the Cultural 
Revolution Staff was set up, it put professors and other persons interested in 
writing and translating books to work. Then approximately 30 committees in the 
staff's University Publication Center were organized. In these committees there 
are more than 3,000 professors actively engaged in writing and translating books. 
During the next several years, we will have 2,000 good textbook titles in various 
scientific and liberal arts fields foi all universities. 


Dr Shari'atmadari closed by pointing to the status of Gilan University, and said: 
In light of the fact that in the past foreign professors were teaching in Gilan 
University and that the university was not in harmony with the needs of Gilan's 
people, we hope that the Cultural Revolution Staff will take effective steps 
towards raising the level of higher education in the Gilan and Mazandaran region, 
which is considered one of the country's main educational regions. 


Dr Shari'atmadari visited the Islamic Revolution Guards Center in Rasht during his 
trip, and performed noon and evening congregational prayers with the Guards 
brothers. 


Technological Institutes 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Jan 82 p 4 


[Text] In an exclusive interview with the KEYHAN, the gcneral director of the 
Ministry of Education's Office of Higher Education Affairs announced a date for 
the reopening of technological institutes, the period of study, and the conditions 
for student acceptance. 


Mohammad Hosseyn Rafan, general director of the Ministry of Education's Office of 
Higher Education Affairs, concerning the reopening of technological institutes, 
said: Several months ago a staff called the Technological Institute Reopening 
Staff was organized in this office, made up of officials from this office, repre- 
sentatives from the Cultural Revolution Staff, Islamic student societies, the 
Ministry of Culture and Higher Education, the Student Campaign, and the Ministries 
of Labor and Industries and Mines. The three following working groups are super- 
vised by this staff: 


1 - The Educational Planning Group which is responsible for preparing educational 
programs, educational materials, and educational circulars. 
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2 - The Facilities and Consolidation Group which holds the responsibility for 
inspecting all centers, designating independent educational centers with sufficient 
resources, and providing necessary facilities, 


3 - The Management Selection Group which bears the responsibility for selecting 
current institute students to continue their study, and providing manpower. 


He then said: The Educational Planning Group itself comprises six speciality 
committees: Electricity, mechanics, development, chemistry, services and opinion 
studies. Each one of these speciality committees possesses various branches in 
other specialties. 


Mohammad Rahbar, head of the Educational Planning Group, concerning activities 
carried out by this group, said: According to the plan approved by the above- 
mentioned staff, current technological institute students were classified into four 
groups according to the total number of completed course credits. These four 

groups will engage in study in two stages. 


First Stage 


Concerning the reopening date for the first stage and the period of study, he said: 
The first stage is planned to begin on 20 February of the current year only for 
students from group Four, meaning those who have a maximum number of 21 credits 
remaining to graduate. Students will continue their studies in centers under con- 
sideration after designating the centers of their preference. They will complete 
their studies in one twenty-week academic half-year and participate in apprentice- 
ship courses. 


Second Stage 


In the second stage, which will reopen on 23 September of next year, the remaining 
students will enter the educational centers in proportion to uncompleted credits, 
and graduate after two to four academic half-years. 


Concerning the number of centers under consideration for reopening in the first 
stage, he said: Since previously the number of technological institute centers 
was 44, the Facilities and Consolidation Group decided for various reasons to de- 


crease the number to 7, which are: 


1 - The Revolution Technological Complex of Tehran, in which the fields of 
chemistry, construction, electricity, steel building foundations, and architectural 
decoration will be taught. 

2 - The Martyr Shamsipur Technological Complex, teaching electronic fields. 


3 - The Kashan Technological Institute, teaching mechanics. 


4 - The Yazd Technological Institute, teaching mechanics, construction, automobile 
industries, and electricity. 


5 - The Esfahan Technological Institute, teaching mechanics. 
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6 - The Semnan Technological Superior School, teaching mechanics and metallurgy. 
J - The Tabriz Technological Institute, teaching mechanics and civil engineering. 


As to whether these centers would operate on a day and right basis, he said: The 
first class of students pursued their studies during the day, but the Facilities 
and Consolidation Group plans to provide the greatest possible conveniences for 
these students. Meanwhile, no decision has yet been made concerning the second 
class. 


Regarding the transfer of students from their former to their new centers, he said: 
When the students register (the date of registration will be announced later) they 
will choose their preferred educational center, designating their preferences. 

When the Office of Higher Education Affairs receives the registration results, it 
will designate the student's study location and so inform ‘hin. 


Concerning student registration, he said: According to the standards set by the 
Cultural Revolution Staff, the Selection and Management Group will investigate the 
status of students in relation to their continued study in the institutes. This 
group will cooperate with the Investigating, Guidance and Manpower Selection Office 
of the Ministry of Education. 


As to the provisiun of teachers, he said: University professors, particularly 
professors active in the University Crusade, will be used. In case of a shortage, 
teachers from the Ministry of Education will be used on an assignment or con- 
tractual basis. 


Then, regarding the selection of new students, Refan added: According to the new 
system proposed by the Cultural Revolution Staff's Technical and Engineering Group, 
technical and engineering education following high school graduation will be the 
responsibility of technical and engineering universities. Therefore, from now on, 
new students will not be accepted to technological institutes by the Ministry 

of Education. All the activities of the aforementioned staff will be for current 
students. 


9557 
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COURT RULES FAVORABLY ON STRANDED SHIP CLAIMS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 3, 23 Jan 82 p 45 


[Text] LLOYD'S underwriters are anxiously 


CSO 


studying a London judge-arbitrator’s find- 
ings On a test case arising from the trapping 
of more than 70 ships in the Shatt al Arab 
waterways as a result of the Iraq-Iran war. 

The arbitrator, Justice Staughton, a 
Commercial Court judge, held that the ves- 
sel selected for the representative claim was 
a total constructive loss as a result of a peril 
against which its owner was insured. That 
peril was ‘restraints and detainments of all 
kings, princes and people’ — a term in the 
1906 Marine Insurance Act which means, 
in effect a government restraint. The 
restraint has operated from 23 September 
1980 when the Iraqi government prohibited 
navigation, until now, the arbitrator said. 

The arbitration was arranged on the 
instructions of the Lloyd's Underwriters 
Association committee, in an attempt to 
clarify the insurance implications of vessels 
having been held up for more than a year. 
The vessels have a total insurance value of 
about $400m. Some claims have been set- 
tled, but a bill for about $100m remains. 

A cement carrier, the Bamburi, owned by 
Cement Bulkers SA, and on charter to 
Cement Shipping Corporation of Panama, 
was selected for the test case with a rep- 
resentative underwriter. 

In a S0-page award, in which he reviewed 
the complex facts and legal issues, the arbit- 
rator said he had been asked to give 
authoritative guidance for the benefit of 
those concerned with other trapped vessels 
in respect of which claims had been made. 
He said nobody who was not a party to the 
Bamburi dispute was bound by his conclu- 
sions. All claims would depend on the terms 
of the insurance contracts involved. 

The arbitrator had to answer three ques- 
tions: 
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@ Had the detention of the vessel been 
proximately caused by a peril insured 
against? The arbitrator's findings was that 
there was a ‘restraint of princes’ which 
operated to prevent the vessel sailing, from 
the time the Iraqi government prohibited 
navigation. There had been no loss by the 
perils of ‘hostilities or warlike operations’ 
— merely apprehension of loss by those 
perils, he said. , 

@ Had the ship-owner been deprived of 
possession of the vessel? The arbitrator 
held that the owner had lost the ‘free use 
and disposal’ of the Bamburi, which 
amounted to loss of possession within the 
meaning of Section 60 (2) (1) (a) of the 
1906 Act. 

@ Was it unlikely that the owners could 
recover the vessel within a reasonable time? 
That time, said the arbitrator, counted from 
the date the owner gave notice of aban- 
donment — in the case of the Bamburi, 30 
September and 14 October 1981 — when 
the vessel must be a constructive total loss. 
A ‘reasonable’ time would be 12 months 
from the date of the notice. The owner of 
the Bamburi was unlikely to recover posses- 
sion within that time. 

Applying those findings tu .“ > wording of 
the insurance policies, the arbitrator said 
that on a policy incorporating Institute War 
and Strikes clauses, or American Institute 
Hull War Risks and Strikes clauses, which 
included cover against restraint of princes in 
the particular area, underwriters were 
liable. They were also liable under ‘blocking 
and trapping’ clauses. Either party to the 
arbitration can appeal against the arbit- 
rator’s decisions. 
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ISRAEL 


TOTAL WITHDRAWAL FROM YAMIT CRITIC1ZED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 11 Dec 81 pp 13, 20 
[Article by Aharon Meged: "Israeli Tragedy"] 


[Text] The situation today in the settlements of the Yamit area is leading quickly 
and with no apparent recourse toward tragedy. 


As in a classic tragedy, here too, the events are moved by "superior" forces ("fate," 
"deities," the "omipotent government," and in this case--the State), forces which 
are stronger than the individual and which are leading to disastrous confrontation. 


Asin a classic tragedy, here too, the disaster is anticipated, but the actors have 
no time to prevent it. The confrontation is not between two wrongs, but between 
two rights, each side justified in its own way. 


This is an Israeli tragedy. It cannot be equalled by any performance, and it con- 
tains in a "nutshell" all the elements of the problem of Israel's existence today. 


Four months remain until the zero hour. The confrontation is inevitable. In fact, 


as in blind fatalism (or is it on purpose?) nothing has really been done to avoid 
it. 


There is no apparent move being made to evacuate the area, nor any apparent stimulus 
for such a move. No one is telling the settlers to gather their belongings and get 
out quickly, because the time is drawing near, because time is running out. To the 
contrary, there is an influx into the territory. More people are "establishing roots" 
in the area, in the sense of "they came back and built houses, planted gardens and 

ate of the fruit." 


The confrontation will come and even if it is not bloody--although all indications 
are that it will be--it will be brutal and traumatic. It will leave a deep mark 
forever on events in Israel's future, like the scars of burnt flesh, scars far deeper 
than those left by the "Al-Talena" incident. 


The "legal right" rests with the State." Agreements have been signed and the State 
is obligatedto fulfill the terms of the agreement down to the last letter. 
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But the “human right" rests with those settlers who are saying: We won't move from 
here. We built homes here, we sowed, we planted, we transplanted trees, we raised 
our children. We will not leave of our own will. They will have to drag us out 

by force. 


Only someone with no feeling for the land and the working of the land, for the worries 
of the tree grower and the joy of the reaper, only such a person would not empathize 
with these people--the heroes of this tragedy. Only someone who does not understand 
that Zionism is and was from its very beginnings based on "making the desert flower," 
literally speaking, would not understand that evacuating these settlements, built 

on desert sand, and uprooting these people from their land is like a denial of Zionism. 


Many people are leaving Israel nowadays. In this case, however, Israel is abandonning 
its people. 


You have to visit the area now, 4 months prior to withdrawal, to grasp, by seeing 

it with your own eyes, the tragic meaning of the scheduled split. You have to see 

the Garden of Eden that has grown out of sand, planted only this season--the mango 

and avocado trees, the citrus, the pears, the tomato plants as tall as men, the peppers 
and squash, the roses and the other decorative flowers, tamarisks, eucalyptus and 
poincianas. It makes no differnce that Arab laborers also worked here, for even 

in Petah Tikva, Rishon Letzion, Rehovot, Zichron-Ya'akov, Rosh Pina and Hedera, build- 
ing and planting was not accomplished by Jewish labor alone. 


You have to see the crowded nurseries rich with a variety of strains, some of the 
fanciest in Israel, the hothouses of roses, the greenhouses of houseplants and the 
sophisticated packing houses. 


Then there are the homes and villas, the schools, the public buildings, the avenues, 
the public parks, the streets and sidewalks. 


When you see all this a "feeling of natural justice" wells up within you and only 
then can you say: "Why does all this have to be dismantled and uprooted? Why give 

it to strangers who didn't work for it? What national, humanitarian, political or 
moral principle demands that this be done? In war, cities and villages are destroyed. 
In peace agreements, cities and villages are moved from border to border. In other 
agreements, there have been population exchanges. But where is the precednet for 

an agreement which calls for the dismantling and uprooting of settlements? And who 
has the authority to order people who invested years of labor, energy, initiative, 
skill and thought in flourishing farms to abandon them and start all over again in 

a new place? In what holy name has this been decided? 


Political logic is like a wet blanket on this excitement. If we break the agreement 
now, not only will we be turning the wheel backward, but our situation will be far 
worse than before. We'll be abandoned by all those who still support us. We will 
be totally isolated. Egypt will enter into an agreement with the Arab nations and 
prepare for the next war against us, with the whole world on its side. 


The root of the Israeli tragedy, as with so many tragedies, is a fatal error. We 
will make this mistake weeping all the while not only for the settlers and not only 
for this generation, but maybe for the endless misfortune to come. The principal 
negotiators of the agreement, at their head a man whose Zionism is not founded in 
the land but in politics and law, gave up even "the last inch of the holy Egyptian 
land and committed themselves to returning it "free of Jews." 
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In the eastern marketplace which we deal in, where even the touris knows that you 
have to cut the price in half in order to get one quarter off, not a single Egyptian 
cent was knocked off the asking price. The oil fields, the iar fields, Ofira, Dahab, 
Nueba, the Rafi'ah area, all that had for generations been rock and desert sand, 
would now have to be returned. 


Tzvi Gera, the artist, from one of Israel's most established families, several genera- 
tions old, a product of the Shomer Hatza'ir and the educational institute in Mishmar 
Ha'emek, moved from Ramat Hasharon with his wife Aksa and came to settle in a prefabri- 
cated house in "Sadot" in order to support those refusing to withdraw. He says, 

if the settlers insist on staying, and its clear both to the Israelis and to the 
Egyptians that they cannot be forcibly removed from the area, the leaders of both 
countries will be forced into discussions designed to find a solution of compromise. 
The solution he suggests is: The establishment of an "intermediary zone" which will 
serve as a model and example for the co-existence of Jews and Arabs. The Hebrew 
settlers will stay where they are. For the Bedouins, settlements will be built on 

the Dahania model, where there are houses and schools, where vegetables are grown 

using modern methods, under the tutelage of moshav residents. There will be cooperation 
i work, management, development, education.... It would be a utopia, wouldn't it? 

Tzvi Gera replies: If that is utopia, the alternative is "to live by the sword." 


Ella and Vito Weitzman, one of the first settlers in "Sadot" (former members of Mavo 
Yo'av in the Golan), have the largest and most prosperous citrus orchards in Israel. 
Their yard is a flowering garden wonderful to behold, with hundreds of birds singing 
from the tops of every tree, and mangos the size of melons. They will not even con- 
sider leaving what they built here after 11 years of toil, with their hands and their 
intellect: The fancy villa, the orchard, the gardens, the groves. Even with drawn 
swords they will not be thrown out of this Garden of Eden. Ella (also an artist 

and a pottter), does not believe at all that peace will come as a result of with- 
drawal. She believes that peace in the end will come only from holding on, striking 
roots, and building our strength. And, she says, "belief is rationalism." 


Moshe Aharon is a former member of Kibbutz Bet-Govrin. We find him at the edge of 
his field, picking peppers--each one a beauty!--for the market. In this 45 dunam 
field are choice tomatoes of the "faculta" variety, tall and laden with fruit. There 
are eggplants, squash and other vegetables. He recently planted another 5 dunams 
of tomatoes which should bear fruit in April, May and Juen. This planting, effect, 
says it all. Like Honi Hama'agel, the old wise man, who saw a farmer planting St. 
John's Bread fruit which would only bear fruit after 70 years in the belief that 
his sons would eat from it, so Moshe Aharon planted tomatoes in the belief that he 
would eat them in half a year. There are limits to everything! he says, and if the 
people of Israel think that a prophecy will be fulfilled because we leave our land, 
then apparently they are not ready for deliverance! 


On Moshav Ugda we visited Oded Zahavi's hothouse. A former member of Kibbutz Gat, 
his hothouse is the most fantastic I have seen in Israel. There are 20 varieties 
of plants in cement containers and hanging pots. It is four stories high and looks 
like a tropical garden with rare birds flying about. All these plants, grown with 
fertilizer developed over the years--and their offshoots--are for export to Europe 
where they yield a high profit. 
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From there we went to the rose hothouse owned by Oded Gafner of Petah Tikva, where 
we see plants that are 2 meters high. He set a national record of 160,000 roses 
per dunam, this by virtue of the natural conditions and the improvements made by 
Oded himself. 


Oded Zahavi, with a broken heart, has resigned himself to withdrawal and will move 
that which can be moved to Moshav Neta'im where his parents live. Gafner recently 
invested another 100,000 Israeli pounds in his hothouse. He's not making a move 
toward withdrawal. He doesn't have the spiritual strength to shut off the faucets 
and let the roses die. He's waiting for a miracle, or a change in policy. 


On Talmei Yosef, abandoned by most of its residents, only seven families are left, 

a core of "Gush Emvnim" people who came to fortify the location. In the home of 

Avia and Mati Luz, psychologists from Kiriyat Malachi, I am pleased to meet Michael 
Ben-Horin, his wife and their small children, members of Moshav Nov in the Golan. 

I had written about them a few months ago when I visited their home. At the time, 

we had planned to meet here. Their farm, with cultivated field crops like potatoes 
and onions, was left with friends. Michael, a man with neverending energy and un- 
flagging optimism, a staunch believer, has a "finger in everything." Part of him 

is in the Golan but he's sowing here, planting in ‘Atzmona, teaching in Ofira. As 
soon as they arrived here they planted squash seeds and they are picking them already. 
In 'Atzmona, they invested 30 million Israeli pounds (20 from private loans). In. 
Gan Yarok, they planted trees and tomato seeds, melons and other squash, which should 
bear fruit by the end of April. In Ofira, he teaches physics (he holds a degree 

in aeronautics from the Tecknion) at the recently established Yeshiva high school 

of Bnai-Akiv'a, on the “Israeli border." The school as 25 students. 


It would take too long to record all Michael's comments, full of enthusiasm and faith, 
or the argument which ensued. Perhaps I'll devote another column to that some other 
time. 1 will relate the essence of what he said concerning to that some other time. 

I will relate the essence of what he said concerning the issue at hand. In scathing 
terms he declared: I wholeheartedly believe that withdrawal will not occur. His 
belief is based on the idea that "an awakening from below will cause an awakening 
above." In other words, what we're doing here with the land, planting, seeding, 
learning and bring life--will influence God's reaction. Fron now until April things 
will happen that will cause a change. Since the majority of the people know that 

this peace is not peace but an illusion, they will prevent withdrawal. "And we won't 
raise a hand against a single soldier, nor will we endanger any lives, or spill blood. 
And, we shall not be moved!" 


From Talmei Yosef we went to Nativ Ha'asara, one of the prettiest moshavim in the 
area. In the home of "Amram and his French-born wife, we heard again about the 
anguish of the settlers and their children, about the terrible dilemma they face: 

To accept compensation, which no matter how high, cannot compensate for being up- 
rooted and for everything involved with that--or to pass up compensation and decide 
not to move. And then what? To stay and have nothing if the evacuation takes place? 


In the meantime, even those who have accepted advances are refusing the fourth pay- 
ment, because with the last payment the settlers have to sign an agreement relinquish- 
ing all rights to their farms and to the property, and turning it over to the State. 
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Four months are left and they are still not moving. 


Out of 67 families in "Sadot," 2 left. Out of 59 families in "Ugda," 2 left. One 
family that left has returned. On some of the "weaker" moshavim, more have left. 
But many have come to replace them. 


The area is flourishing. It was a record year for produce. In the fields, peppers, 
tomatoes, eggplant and squash are being picked. In the hothouses, rose are being 
picked. They continue to sow and plant crops that will be harvested after April. 


Three children from the Weitzman family dug a bunker ina secret place, without their 
parents’ consent. They stored food there and at various hours of the day, they sneak 
off and hide in it. Their father discovered the bunker by accident and found to 

his surprise that they had even taken electrical wiring. When asked why they did 

it, they said: When the Egyptians come, they will kick you out, because you weren't 
born here. We were born here so they can't make us leave. 


The tragic confrontation cannot be avoided. It won't be a confrontation between 
two political viewpoints, but between those who believe in their ties to the land 
and those who believe in political agreements. It will be the most difficult con- 
frontation the world has seen. 


9811 
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ISRAEL 


RAFL'AH WITHDRAWAL SAID AFFRONT TO SETTLERS 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 16 Dec 81 p 5 
[Article by Hagai Eshed: "The Trauma of Rafi'ah"] 


[Text] Theoretically there is no relation between the evacuation of Jewish settle- 
ments in Rafi'ah or Yamit and between the decision to apply Israeli law in the Golan 
Heights. According to Begin, the tie between Rafi'ah and the Golan Heights was not 
among the various factors considered related the appropriate timing for passing the 
law. But anyone who read Aharon Meged's article in DAVAR on the impending Israeli 
tragedy to be created by uprooting settlers from these settlements, could hear the 
voices rising from the land. This is not the only indication. We have known for 
some time that withdrawal would be a traumatic event, and that the fear and pain 
would continue to grow, not only in the hearts of the settlers in Rafi'ah but also 
in the hearts of the settlers in the Golan Heights and those who sent them there. 


The Golan Heights law was passed mainly for psychological reasons. It was a reaction 
to the trauma of uprooting flourishing settlements in the desert. Logically, it 

can be explained that this is the price for peace, that it is a one-time payment 

and that it won't necessarily set a precedent for the Golan Heights or settlements 

in the Jordan Valley or Gush Etzion (nor for those settlements in Judea and Samaria 
which do not fall under the "Alon Plan"). There is a difference between Egypt and 
Syria (and Jordan and the PLO) and between the Sinai Desert and the Golan Heights, 
between Jerusalem and the peaks overlooking Israel's major population centers on 

the crowded, narrow coastal plain which could be quickly overcome in time of war 
(without the buffer zone between Israel and Jordan. 


All the explanations are known, but did not apparently suffice to convince the settlers 
in the Golan Heights and their representatives and delegates to the united Kibbutz 
movement, the moshav movement and the settlements in the Galilee and the North that 
they could sleep peacefully. They feared that they would sleep less and less as 

the signs of an Israeli tragedy in Rafi'ah and Yamit multiplied. The Golan Heights 
law was intended to calm them down and to instill more confidence in their hearts. 

It makes it easier for the Begin government--and some would say this was the principal 
reason for the Prime Minister's decision--to decimate the movement to stop withdrawal 
from the Sinai and to convince the settlers and those close to them in spirit that 
they should come to terms with the withdrawal, without ugly, different physical re- 
sistance which would be painful and dangerous. Ge'ula Kohen, who shook Begin's 
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hand and perhaps even kissed his cheek, would be hard pressed to slander him now, 
even if she would argue and disagree with him, when the time comes to complete the 
withdrawal from the Sinai according to the peace movement. 


Can the Knesset decision really pacify the Golan Heights settlers and those who share 
their opinion and fears? It is highly doubtful. It is very likely that this deci- 
Sion is just the beginning of a chain reaction, first externally, in the wake of 

the international reaction that might follow and cause a complicated chain of reac- 
tions and counter-reactions. But the main chain reaction is expected internally. 

The movement to stop withdrawal from the Sinai will not let up. To the contrary, 

it will draw encouragement from the Knesset decision and try to bring about a change 
in the Rafi'ah situation, too. The Israeli tragedy described by Aharon Meged is 

not political. It neither begins nor ends with political timing tactics. Apparently, 
the pain and fear inherent in evacuating settlers who have already developed roots 
and grown fruit, built buildings and raised children, is deeper than anyone had rea- 
lized. It would seem that when this act is perpetrated not in the throes of war 

but in the quiet of peace, it appears to be willful, like rape. It is like the feel- 
ing of a man condemned tc death who knows the date of his execution as opposed to 
someone killed in an accident or in war. As the date for withdrawal draws near, 

the pain spasms and fear of the condemed man become more acute, just as the pressure 
brought to bear by political tactics increases, as does the sense of immediacy insofar 
as the real or imagined use of hours left until the completion of the Sinai with- 
drawal. 


These things are bound to happen not only among the Gush Emunim and Tehiya pec ‘le. 
The man who started the miracle of the revolution in the Alignment was first and 
foremost MK Avraham Katz-Oz. In an article published in DAVAR last Wednesday, he 
delineated a platform consisting of demands that the Labor Party should present and 
seek the implementation of before the completion of the Sinai withdrawal. The first 
demand he suggested was the Golan Heights law. Katz-Oz may be considered an initiator 
of the timing of the law, not one who was dragged along behind the prime minister. 
Other demands which he presented and explained in his article were: A separation 
between the Gaza Strip and Judea and Samaria; an immediate decision on the settle- 
ment of refugees from the Gaza Strip in Sinai; the implementation of a time table 
for withdrawal from Sinai; a request to the United States government for aid to es- 
tablish two nuclear plants in Israel as a counterbalance to the fortification of 
Saudi Arabia due to the AWACS deal; and perhaps another demand for clarification 

of additional American commitments. 


From this point of view, there was no room to expect or demand from Katz-Oz (as one 
might from some of the other Alignment members who concurred with his opinion) that 
he would not vote for the law which he initiated and which he vociferously demanded 
to be implemented. To him, this was a vote of conscience of the first order. 

If he did not vote for the resolution, he would have had to resign his Knesset seat 
immediately. Any other action on his part would have justifiably caused him to be 
condemned for his cynical and two-faced behavior. 


This guilt is hanging over the head of the united Kibbutz movement in general. 
After deciding to demand the Golan Heights resolution, there was no choice but to 
act accordingly. One could disagree with the wisdom and benefit of codifying this 
law. One could claim that it would be better without it. But anyone who decided 
to demand the resolution must admit that it was better to do so before the Sinai 
withdrawat than after it, and, that the circumstances now are more comfortable than 
they would be at any later date, closer to the completion of withdrawal when it 
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would be at any later date, closer to the completion of withdrawal when it would 

look more and more like a test or a provocation directed against the Egyptians (and 
the Americans). Now, enough time remains for them to react, reconsider their reaction 
and soften it, if they so desire. Now, there is still time to see what may happen 

to the remaining demands outlined by Katz-Oz, before the Sinai is evacuated. 


The Israeli Government and the Labor Party have a more serious problem than they 
thought when they decided and voted for the Camp David accords. Egypt and the United 
States will have no coice but to reevaluate the results of the new Israeli tragedy. 
In the Camp David accords and everything that preceded them, President Sadat stood 
firm on the evacuation of the settlements and settlers from Sinai--every one of them. 
His demand was accepted and it is very doubtful that there is still any way to back 
or even if it would be desirable to do so. It is even more doubtful whether all 

the implications and costs of this decision can be determined at this point. The 
Israeli Golan Heights resolution is the first of these, not the last. 
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JORDAN 


DECISION TO WAIVE PERMITS FOR EGYPTIANS STIRS CONTROVERSY 


Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 1 Feb 82 p 1 


[Text] AMMAN — A decision exempting Egyptian Furthermore, the situation has become chaotic 


workers from residence permit requirements has 
caused a dilemma for officials here. 

The decision was taken last month by the Min- 
istry of Interior to facilitate the entry of Egyptian 
labourers into the country, according to Minister 
of Interior Suleiman Arar.‘ The decision was ena- 
cted to cut down on routine, time-consuming pro- 
cedures and to help Jordan meet its growing dem- 
and for manpower,” Mr. Arar said. 

Jordan’s current five-year development plan 
(1981-1985) alone provides for new 254,000 jod 
opportunities, and officials predict a need for inc- 
teased import of foreign labour. The tentative 
import estimate stands at 70,000 additional wor- 
kers to occupy jobs created by Jordan's booming. 
development schemes. 

Mr. Arar said that since officials play to con- 
tinue with the current policy of importing foreign 
manpower, “we might as well tap Arab labour 
markets, attracting especially the Egyptian wor- 
kforce which has proved to be both hard-working 
and efficient. 

Labour unionists, however, maintain that the 
situation imposed by the new regulations has left a 
negative impact on the labour status in Jordan. 

The Jordanian labourer’s chances of finding 
“well-paid” jobs in the market have been min- 
imised, they charge. 

President of the General Federation of Jor- 
danian Labour Unions Shaher Majali, told the 
Jordan Times that the uncontrolled flow of Egy- 
ptians, which has increased considerably after the 
decision was put into force, has had some adverse 
effects on the Jordanian labourer’s status. 

He added that, under the new regulations, Egy- 
ptian labourers are allowed to work in the ind- 
ustrial sector, in addition to the agricultural field, 
‘a process which has affected our labourer’s cha- 
nces of finding well-paid jobs.” 


since no official statistics are now available to 
determine the number of Egyptians entering the 
country every month, Mr. Majali said. 

He explained that since the new regulations 
have been announced scores of Egyptians have 
entered the country and have taken on new jobs, 
‘while our Jordanian labourers are now thinking 
of leaving the country to neighbouring oil-rich 
ones where the pay is more alluring.” 

The unrestricted flow of Egyptians might cause 
major headaches in the future, Mr. Majali pre- 
dicted. 

Yet, what has caused the controversy is the fact 
that Egyptians are considered “cheap labour’ 
here, and employers prefer to.recruit them rather 
than the ‘‘spoiled” Jordanian worker who, due to 
industrial expansion, has become choosy and 
demanding, industrialists here said. 

Last month, a memorandum by labour unions 
deploring the Ministry of Interior's decision and 
pointirig out to its negative consequences was 
submitted to the Jordanian government. But to 
date, the decision has not been officially endorsed 
and officials say that it will eventually be discussed 
from all angles at a special session of the National 
Consultative Council. 

Meanwhile, labourers will continue to press for 
their rights, Mr. Majali stressed. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


WEST GERMAN EDUCATIONAL AID--Amman, Jan. 29 (J. T.)--West Germany will provide DM 

1 million (about JD 150,000) worth of technical aid and equipment to improve media- 
supported education at Yarmuk University, according to memoranda exchanged here yes- 
terday. A West German embassy official told the JORDAN TIMES that three-quarters 

of the grant would go to the supply of equipment for Yarmuk's Instructional Tech- 
nology Centre (ITC). The German government will equip parts of the ITC, and will 
run some courses there and at other faculties, he said. The technical aid agency 
GTZ will send some advisers on short-term assignments to the ITC, which teaches 
media-supported training, he added. The German advisers will hold courses and semi- 
nars for the improvement both of ITC personnel and of other university faculty 
members. The sessions will centre on equipment maintenance, media education and 
the use of audio-visual equipment. They will also cover the production of audio- 
visual materials such as filmstrips, transparencies, film and videotape programmes. 
The memoranda on the aid programme were signed by West German Ambassador in Amman 
Hermann Munz and National Planning Council President Hannah Odeh. [Text] [Amman 
JORDAN TIMES in English 30 Jan 82 p 2] 


EDUCATION AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH JAPAN--Amman, Jan. 29 (J. T.)--An agreement for 
cooperation in science education between Jordan and Japan was signed yesterday at 
the National Planning Council. Under the agreement, which was signed by National 
Planning Council President Hannah Odeh and Japanese Ambassador Fumiya Okada, Japan 
will supply the Jordanian Ministry of Education with science education equipment 
worth $136,000 by the end of March 1982. A Japanese embassy official told the 
JORDAN TIMES that the scientific equipment is a cultural grant to Jordan for the 
promotion of science education in Jordanian schools. The Associated Press, in a 
dispatch from Tokyo, said that the aid will be used to obtain equipment for the 
teaching of biology. [Text] [Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 30 Jan 82 p 2] 


LOANS FOR AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS--Amman, Jan. 29 (Petra)--The board of directors 

of the Agricultural Credit Corporation decided yesterday to allocate JD 67,790 

as loans to farmers, to help them implement 266 agricultural projects. The board 
also decided to allocate JD 283,100 for the digging of artesian wells in the Amman 
and Mafraq areas. It also earmarked JD 15,944 for the purchase and installation 
of irrigation networks and plastic greenhouses; JD 85,310 as seasonal loans for 
vegetable cultivation and the purchase of fodder and chicks; JD 59,000 for sheep 
raising according to modern scientific methods, and JD 35,300 for land reclamation 
and cultivation. Other amounts of money were allocated for several farmers to 
cultivate trees and purchase agricultural equipment. [Text] [Amman JORDAN TIMES 
in English 30 Jan 82 p 3] 
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FRENCH SIGN PHOSPHATE CONTRACT--Amman, (J. T.)--A consortium of five French firms 
and one local company signed a contract Sunday to perform pre-feasibility and feasi- 
bility studies on the projected new phosphate mines at Shidiyeh. The consortiun, 
led by Sofremines, will conduct the studies on two phases. Industry and Trade 
Minister Walid Asfour signed the agreement for Jordan, in his capacity as chairman 
of the project's executive committee. The Shidiyeh phosphate ore site, about 50 
kilometres southeast of Ma'an, has a reserve of proven 1,000 million tonnes of 
phosphate. [Text] [Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 1 Feb 82 p 2] 


CABINET APPROVES KUWAITI LOAN--Amman, (Petra)--The cabinet on Sunday endorsed an 
agreement for relending a JD 6 million loan from the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development to the Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA), to be used in financing its 
projects. The cabinet authorised National Planning Council President Hanna Odeh 
to sign the agreement on behalf of the Jordanian government. The cabinet also ap- 
proved a proposed two-year cultural exchange programme between Jordan and the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates. The programme is designed to bolster cooperation between the 
two countries in cultural, sports, educational and technical affairs in implementa- 
tion of a cultural agreement signed in 1977. The cabinet also endorsed an infor- 
mation cooperation draft agreement between Jordan and Yugoslavia, designed to 
promote cooperation in the information-related fields. The cabinet authorised 
Information Minister Adnan Abu Odeh to sign the agreement on behalf of the govern- 
ment. [Text] [Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 1 Feb 82 p 2] 
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KUWAIT 


ANALYSTS FORECAST STOCK MARKET DROP 
London 8 DAYS in English No 4, 30 Jan 82 pp 42, 43 


[Text] THE KUWAIT stock exchange is once swings of supply and demand it experienced 


again the focus of attention in Gulf financial 
circles. Prices started to slip in mid-January, 
and there were forecasts that they might be 
about to plunge further. One Kuwaiti 
dealer told 8 Days that during the second 
and third week of January there was very 
little trading. 

This lull on the most important stock 
exchange in the Middle East, and the eighth 
largest in the world, followed on the heels of 
spectacular price rises during the preceding 
months. One company’s shares rose by 183 
per cent and another's by 129 per cent, 
while some over-the-counter traded shares 
recorded increases of up to about 400 per 
cent. 

The government is heavily involved in the 
stock exchange through its shareholdings in 
various companies. In the new share issues 
so far announced, the government's con- 
tribution amounts to around Kuwaiti dinars 
40m ($142m) of a total KD226m ($807m). 
But it is unlikely to intervene even if the 
activity on the market matches the gloomy 
prognostications. Most analysts are too 
Cautious to put a figure on the possible price 
falls — however, a Reuters report has 
quoted one analyst as forecasting a possible 
20 per cent decrease in prices this year. 
During the 1977 stock exchange crisis 
prices slumped by about 40 per cent, and 
the government mounted a rescue opera- 
tion by buying shares at certain price levels 
for cash. 

Ministry of finance sources in Kuwait are 
confident that the market is capable of 
stabilising at asound level without interven- 
tion if prices fall, because there is more 
‘depth’ and more institutional dealing in the 
market and it is thus not subject to the wide 


in 1977. One banker explained: ‘Even if 
prices do go down, the government is not 
likely to bail out the market, because the fall 
in prices might help to take the steam out of 
the market, where recently share prices 
have not represented real values.’ Others 
Say that the fall in Kuwaiti government oil 
revenues is another reason wii: the 
government might not be keen to puinp 
further liquidity into the stock exchange. 

During the first two weeks of January, 11 
of the 22 companies which announced their 
results did not pay cash dividends. Forecasts 
for the medium term are no better, and 
prices could fall later in the year when for- 
ward deals, mostly 12-month transactions 
that were struck in the May and October 
Surges last year, mature at a time when 
companies once more make new share 
issues. 

The Kuwaiti stock exchange has thrived 
on such forward deals, whereby investors 
agree to buy and sell at fixed prices, with 
Share deliveries delayed until an agreed 
date. The system, which is operated on 
post-dated cheques, is not recognised by 
law but works under a ‘gentleman's agree- 
ment. 

Forward dealing gained further momen- 
tum last July, when an unofficial market of 
Gulf-based companies was created after the 
ministry of commerce and industry imposed 
a ban on dealings in shares of foreign com- 
panies formed outside the country in which 
Kuwaiti capital is involved. At the moment 
the volume of forward deals is estimated to 
run into many billions of dinars. 

The stock exchange, where trading is 
exclusively the domain of Kuwaiti nation- 
als, lists 43 companies, and its turnover last 
vear increased to KD1.9bn ($6.78bn) from 
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KD1.4bn ($S5bn) in 1980. Last year’s figure 
exceeded the record $6.5bn figure of 1979; 
this burst of activity during 1981 is attri- 
buted to the injection of liquidity by the 
minister of finance, Abdlatif al Hamad. 
Six private companies are expected to go 
public during 1982. This is seen by some 
analysts as an additional strain on liquidity, 


whereas others see it as a healthy step 
towards creating equilibrium in the market. 

Most financial experts feel the Kuwaiti 
stock exchange will solve its problems only 
when it can create an adequate supply/ 
demand balance of securities. Hikmat 
Nashashibi, chief executive of the 
London-based Al Mal finance house, 
instances three ways of achieving this 
equilibrium: ‘New companies come on the 
market, capitalisation of existing companies 
is increased, or closed shareholding com- 
panies go public.” He adds that it is impor- 
tant to develop the market's infrastructure, 
to cope with new equity offerings and to 
trade them efficiently and expeditiously in 
the after-market. 

The ministry of finance is hoping that the 
market will achieve a higher level of stabil- 
ity when more private companies go public. 
The other reason the ministry is not con- 
cerned about forecasts of price falls is that 
Kuwait does not face a liquidity problem. A 
Central Bank report published at the 
beginning of January said that domestic 
liquidity in Kuwait continued to grow in 
November last year, though at a slower pace 
— 2.7 per cent, compared with October's 
3.3 per cent. At the end of November, 
liquidity within the private sector totalled 
KD 3.74bn ($13.3bn) compared with the 
October figure of KD3.64bn ($12.95). 


cso: 4400/135 


58 











LIBYA 


INCREASING COOPERATION WITH ITALY DETAILED 


Valetta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 30 Jan 82 p 16 


[Text] eTHE Secretary of the People’s Committee at the People’s Bureau for Foreign 


Liaison Mr Abdul Ati Obeidi said the Jamahiriya views its relations with Italy 
from many perspectives including good neighbourbood and the use of econo- 
mic capabilities to promote cooperation between both countries’ peoples. 


In a press conference in 
Rome at the Libyan People’s 
Bureau, Obeidi said Italy is 
an important market for 
Libyan oil and that the jama- 
hiriya is conversely a major 


market for Italian trade and _ 


companies. 
ie He said these economic are 


represented by the massive 
volume of cooperation 
valued at six billion dollars 
and a further six billion dol- 
lars in dealings in the oil sec- 
tor. 

Mr Obeidi said all this 
means the creation of oppor- 
tunities for Italian labour 
both in Italy and in the Ja- 
mahiriya at a time of mount- 
ing-unemployment in Italy. 

‘*Taking these realities 
into consideration, we have 
reached joint agreement to 
continue Oil supplies to Italy 
and to offer Italian compa- 
nies participation in the im- 
plementation of the Jamahi- 
riya’s development plan, in- 
cluding the provision of faci- 
lities for Italian labour in 
Libya. 

‘*We in the Jamahiriya be- 
lieve that cooperation. bet- 
ween neighbouring coun- 
tries, such as is the case bet- 


ween the Jamahiriya and 
ltaly, should take into consi- 
deration political as well as 
economic factors with the 
acknowledgement * of the 
differing political and social 
system in both countries...” 
Mr Obeidi said his discus- 
sions with Italian officials 
also included several issues 
related to the above men- 
tioned topics and that agree- 
ment was reached on this. 
He said international to- 
pics were also discussed in- 


cluding the Middle East pro- 


blem, the Palestinian issue, 
the situation in the Mediter- 
ranean and the possibility of 
removing the region from in- 
ternational conflicts and ten- 
sions. 

He said agreement was 
also reached on several issues 
such as recognition of the 
Palestinian people’s rights 
including their participation 
in any solution of the Pales- 
timan problem, and adher- 
ence to united nations reso- 
lutions on Palestine. 

On the situation in the Me- 
diterranean, Obeidi said 
both sides agreed that coun- 
tries in the region should 
work for the creation of an 


atmosphere conductive for. 
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dialogue and understanding 
in a bid to remove the danger 
of splitting the region into 
two rival blocks serving the 
interests of the great powers. 
Mr Obeidi also dismissed 
allegations made by suspect 
media organs implicating the 
Jamahiriya in the issue of 
Italian terrorism. He pointed 
to Colonel Gathafi’s repeat- 
ed statements that the Jama- 
hiriya is Opposed to terro- 
rism. 
_ Obeidi expressed the Ja- 


mahiriya’s readiness to co- 


Operate with any country, 
including Italy, to fight this 
phenomenon that threatens 
peace and security. 

Obeidi further expressed 
satisfaction at the assurances 
of Italian officials that all 
that has been said in this re- 
gard are mere allegations. 


* 6 + 


eAbdulati Obeidi, Secretary 
of People’s Committee of 
the Foreign-Liaison Bureau 
has met Flaminio Piccoli, 
Secretary General of the 
Christian Democrats Party 
of Italy in Rome. 











The meeting discussed bi- 
lateral relations and the re- 
sults of the joint Libyan-ltal- 
ian commission, in addition 
to issues of common interest 
to the two Mediterranean 
countries. 

Ubeidi also held meetings 
with Giorgio Benvenuto, the 
Secretary General of the 
Union of Italian workers. 

The meeting discussed 
ways of consolidating the bi- 
lateral relations between the 
two countries. 
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ATTEMPTED COUP ALLEGATION DENIED 


Valetta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 23 Jan 82 p 5 


[Text] eTHE first channel of the 


CSO: 


French TY Network present- 
ed a programme in which it 
predicted a coup in Libya 
against Col Gathafi and 
alleged that he has arrested 
his secretary. Other news 
agencies relayed this infor- 
mation quoting the source to 
be the Sudanese news 


agency. 


JANA’s political editor 
commented on this 
fabricated news showing it to 
be completely groundless 
and part of the provocation 
campaign launched by US. 
Imperialism against Libya 
and circulated through US 
agents and hireling western 
mass media. 


Our political editor said 
the fabrication of the pos- 
sibility of a coup d’etat 
taking place stems from a set 
of principles vastly different 
from those adhered to by 
Libya. For, he said, Colonel 
Gathafi is not a monarch, 
president or ruler so that a 
coup d'etat can take place 
against him. 


‘*He is the leader of the 
revolution, its instigator and 
the initiator of its ideology. 
Furthermore, the Libyan 
Arab people who have come 
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to possess power, wealth and 
arms cannot revolt against 
itself, dissipate the fruits of 
the revolution and hand the 
reins to a party, president, 
monarch or a corrupt ruling 
junta like that in Sudan 
which had only led the 
Sudanese people into a state 
of chaos and misery . 


—It would have been pos- 
sible for the western media to 
have informed public 
opinion by transmitting live 
scenes which show the cri- 
minal inhuman conduct of 
the Sudanese regime. How- 
ever, as it is generally the 
case, the media in collusion 
with hireling regimes it chose 
to disregard the tragic situa- 
tion of the Sudanese people, 
as it has done with the free- 
dom fighting people in South 
Africa, El Salvador, Nicara- 
gua and elsewhere.”’ 
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NATIONWIDE RAIL SYSTEM PLANNED 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 20, Jan 82 p 15 


[Article by Alan George] 





British Rail's consulting subsidiary. Trans- 
mark. to tender for the design of a 1.300 
kilometre railwav running along the coast 
from Misrata eastwards to the Egyptian 
frontier. Mr Ken Smith. the firm's manag- 
ing director. disclosed in December. 
Transmark is already active in Libya's 
rail development programme. It is current- 
lv working on a $500,000 tender evaluation 
award for a new line linking Tajoura and 
Tripoli with Ras Jadir on the Tunisian 
frontier. But the Misrata-Egypt contract 
could be worth as much as $40 million, 
and would signal a major increase in the 
British firm’s participation in Libya's 
ambitious programme to establish a 
countrv-wide railway network. 

Libva’s first railwavs were built along 
the coast bv the rival armies during the 
Second World War. but construction was 
hastv. The aim was to meet only immediate 
military needs. and the country’s long- 
term development requirements were 
ignored. Bv the earlv 1950s the lines had 
fallen into disrepair and become un- 
usable. For manv vears. Libva’s production 
of the types of high bulk/volume ratio 
commodities that are ideally suited to rail 
transport was minimal and the rapidly 
expanding road system served the 
economy adequately. Now that the Jama- 
hiriva is entering the heavy industrial 
age the need has arisen for more special- 
ised modes of transport. 

The Misrata-Egvpt railway is one of the 
lamahiriva’s longer-term projects. The 
initial aim is to establish by 1984 three 
new lines in the west. totalling 1,300 
kilometres in length. While all Libya's 


[Text] THE LIBYAN Jamahiriva has invited new railways will carry passenger traffic. 


their primary role will be the transport 
of bulk goods. The 170 kilometre Tajoura- 
Ras Jadir line. with which Transmark is 
involved, will be the first to be built. The 
standard gauge line was designed by the 
Hungarian firm Tesco/Uvaterv. and last 
November it was announced that the firm 
had been awarded the $10 million con- 
struction supervision contract. Transmark 
is now completing evaluation of five 
tenders submitted for the main construc- 
tion contract. valued at about $S00 million. 
and this should be awarded soon. The line 
will run along the coast to the southern 
edge of Tripoli. where a site has been 
designated for the main railway station. 
The station complex which will include a 


luxurv hotel. offices and a mosque, has 
been designed bv Britain's Mott Hay & 
Anderson (MHA). and companies were 
recently invited to prequalify for construc- 
tion. From the station, the line will con- 
tinue 15 kilometres east. to the port and on 
to a point just west of Tajoura. Tajoura 
is a growing industrial centre. with plants 
for the assembly of trucks. bases and 
agricultural tractors. 

The second link in the Jamahiriya’s 
emergent rail network will be a 200 kilo- 
metre standard gauge line between 
Taioura and Misrata. The high-speed line, 
which will have nine stations and three 
freightvards. has been designed by Libya's 
National Consulting Bureau in association 
with MHA. and the designs are currently 
being evaluated by Tesco/Uvaterv.. 
Prequalification has already been invited 
from civil engineering companies and 
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firms specialising in signalling and tele- 
communications. It is estimated that the 
entire scheme. including the construction 
of signal boxes. workshops and a compre- 
hensive telecommunications system. and 
the costs of anv necessary land purchases. 
could cost as much as $1 billion. Construc- 
tion tenders are expected to be invited 
soon 


The third. and longest. line to be built 
bv 1984. is intimately linked with the 
country’s first integrated steelworks. 
currently being built at Misrata. The steel 
nlant will initially use imported iron ore, 

will later turn to the Jamahiriva's 
wn extensive reserves in the Wadi Shatti 
area near Sebha in the south. These were 
confirmed by a recent discovery at 1 billion 
tonnes. About five million tonnes of ore 
per annum will be carried north to Misrata 
on a 922 kilometre standard gauge railway 
from Sebha. via Brak. Designs for the line 
have been completed by Yugoslavia's 
Projekt-Inzenjering. and companies pre- 
qualified for construction in early 1980. 
The Yugoslavian consultants have also 
prepared designs for the Misrata railway 
Station 

Like other Third World countries. Libya 
suffers shortages of skilled manpower. 
and since the Jamahiriva is building its 
railway network from scratch. expertise 
in the field of railway operations is par- 
ticularly scarce. Already. however, before 
construction has even started on the new 
the Jamahiriva has taken steps to 
assure an adequate labour force to man its 
In 1979 Rail India Technical 
& Economic Services was reported to have 
won a $6.7 million contract to train 120 
Libvan railway workers in India. Several 


lines 


new railwavs 
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companies are currently bidding for a 
seven-vear contract to train another 70 
Libvans. Other major contracts to be 
awarded include the design and construc- 
tion of a training school in Tripoli and the 
establishment of a complete management 
operation for the entire rail system. This 
emphasis on training strongly reflects the 
1981-85 Libvan development plan's call 
for renewed emphasis on the acquisition 
of skills by citizens. 

The Libvan railway system will be of 
more than local significance. It will fill a 
major gap in the Arab homeland’s com- 
munications network. Already it is possible 
to travel by rail direct from southern 
Tunisia to Morocco. along the Mediter- 
ranean coast. Egvpt has a long-established 
and- comprehensive railway system. in- 
cluding a line from Cairo to the Libvan 
frontier via Alexandria. The completion 
of the Jamahiriva’s coastal lines will allow 
the first ever direct rail services between 
Eevpt and the Atlantic coast. The new 
lines will give a major boost to the north 
African regional economy, and Arab eco- 
nomic unity will be brought a step closer. 
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URITANTA 


MINING INDUSTRY DEVELOPED EXAMINED 
London 8 DAYS in English No 3, 23 Jan 82 p 59 
[Article by Howard Schissel] 


[Text ] ARAB FUNDS are helping to boost prices sagged. The Amman-based Arab 


development of Mauritania’s mining indus- 
try, seen as the key to the recovery of the 
country’s beleagured economy in_ the 
1980s. 

Iron ore is the foundation stone of the 
Mauritanian economy, accounting for 80 
per cent of export earnings and more than 
50 per cent of total budgetary receipts. The 
mines at Kediat Idjil, in the extreme north 
of this vast Saharan country, produce 
around 9m tonnes of high grade (65-67 per 
cent) iron ore a year, but they will be 
depleted by 1990. 

So the government of President Khouna 
Ould Haydalla is pushing forward its 
‘guelbs project’, opening new mines to 
compensate for the falling productivity of 
the older ones. Guelbs are outcrops of iron 
ore-bearing rock. Total investment in the 
first phase of the guelbs scheme will be 
$500m, financed largely through soft loans 
provided by Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
Abu Dhabi, France, Japan, the World Bank 
and the Opec Special Fund. Arab states 
have taken a $219m equity holding in the 
state mining company, Société Nationale 
Industrielle et Miniére (SNIM). 

Iron ore production from two guelbs is to 
begin at El Rhein in 1984 at 3m tonnes per 
year and then rise to 6m t/y. In the second 
phase of the programme, the Oum 
Arwagen mine will be opened for produc- 
tion at about 6m t/y, Mohammed Ould 
Zamel, Mauritania’s minister of energy and 
mines told 8 Days. 

Another Arab-financed mining scheme 
involves the reopening of the Akjoujt cop- 
per mine, shut down in 1978 when cooper 


Mining Company is to provide $65m to 
bring the mine back into production. 
Mauritanian officials told 8 Days that the 
Project would be economically viable only if 
the price of copper reached close to $2,100 
a tonne. Ould Zamel says copper mining at 
Akjoujt could get underway again in 1984. 

A boost for the mining industry could 
come from Akjoujt's 2.5m tonnes of black- 
tailings, waste from previous copper opera- 
tions, which contain an estimated $145m 
worth of gold. With four to five grams of 
gold to each tonne, the Akjoujt tailings are 
relatively rich when compared, for exam- 
ple, with those in South Africa. Already 
finely ground and lying on the surface. the 
deposits should be economical and easy to 
work. The United Nations Industrial 


Development Organisation (Unido) has 
been carrying out feasibility studies. Initial 
results have been encouraging, but 
Mauritanian officials stress that much more 
must be done before commercial extraction 
can become a reality. 

Mauritania is divided into eight explora- 
tion zones for iron ore, copper, cobalt, 
chrome, nickel, manganese, phosphates, 
rare earths, hydrocarbons and uranium. A 
State agency, Office Mauritanien de 
Recherche Géologique (OMRG), was set 
up last year to assist in the search for natural 
resources. With EEC funding OMRG is to 
look for copper in the Hodh region. 

There is little doubt that Mauritania has 
uranium deposits in the northern area of 
Dorsale Regueibat. Exploration was inter- 
rupted by the conflict in Western Sahara, 
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but a new exploration ugreement was 
signed in 1980 with a Franco-Japanese con- 
sortium. It is hoped that better knowledge 
of the country’s uranium resources will 
emerge by the end of this year. 


‘Iraq has recently granted us financial aid 
to upgrade our gypsum industry. This will 
eventually enable us both to cover local 
needs and export through the deepwater 
port at Nouakchott, which is to be inaugu- 
rated in 1984, said Ould Zamel. 

World Bank financing has enabled a 
revised study of Mauritania’s hydrocarbon 
potential to be produced by a French 
specialist company, Beicip. Efforts to woo 
international oil groups have already borne 
fruit. Late last year Mobil Oil acquired two 
exploration permits for the area around the 
capital. Mauritanian officials told 8 Days 
that other agreements were in the pipeline 
for 1982, and exploration was to move into 
high gear in 1983. 

Algeria is supplying $20m to open the 
20,000 b/d Nouadhibou refinery, com- 
pleted in 1977 but still to be brought into 
production. Kellogg of the US is to be in 
charge of refurbishing it. Ould Zamel 
believes that the refinery should be in oper- 
ation by the end of the year. 


- 
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MOROCCO 


WEAPONS SUPPLY DISCUSSED 
London 8 DAYS in English No 4, 30 Jan 82 pp 14-15 
[Article by Jim Dimsdale] 


[Text ] TWO CLASHES between Moroccan that Hassan has not arranged the Western 


troops and Polisario earlier this month — 
some of the first serious fighting reported 
since October — have highlighted the dip- 
lomatic stalemate over the Western Sahara. 
The Reagan administration is now worried 
that its attempts to produce a solution to the 
issue are breaking down. 

The flurry of military communiques on 
8 January signalled the end of months of 
intense diplomatic activity. The Moroccans 
claimed they killed or wounded 150 guerril- 
las and captured a T55 tank (at the cost of 
only three dead and 21 wounded) in two 
Polisario attacks on Moroccan positions 
north of Smara. The guerillas were said to 

‘have retreated in 160 cross-country or 
tracked vehicles. 

For their part, Polisario claimed from 
Algiers to have killed SO Moroccans. One 
attack took place between Khreibichet and 
Tourraght; the other, fiercer, clash between 
Abbathh and Ras el Lahmaria. 

Whatever the real casualty figures in the 
fighting. it has all clearly worried Morocco’s 
triends. Quick to reaffirm the Saudi com- 
mitment to King Hassan, the Saudi vice- 
minister of the interior, Prince Ahmed bin 


Abdelaziz, on 13 January said that the draft 
security agreement between the two coun- 
tries was still on the agenda. In fact, without 
the $1bn annual Saudi subvention, Hassan 
could not pay for his largely American arms 
supplies. 

The Organisation of African Unity 
reacted by calling an urgent meeting on the 
Western Sahara, set for 7-8 February in 
Nairobi. Its chairman, Daniel Arap Moi of 
Kenya, is known to be highly embarrassed 


Sahara referendum he agreed to: much of 
Africa hailed the Kenyan president's part in 
winning this big concession from Hassan as 
a personal triumph. 

All the same, US policy remains the cru- 
cial factor. Under Jimmy Carter, it was 
carefully balanced between Morocco and 
Algeria, where Polisario operates from. 
President Reagan, however, quickly saw an 
anti-Soviet ally in Hassan and has 
despatched a stream of his top staffers to 
visit the King. 

Reagan also approved the sale of 108 
M60 tanks, although Morocco has not yet 
paid for them. This is seen as a direct 
response to the downing of Moroccan air- 


craft by Polisario’s Sam 6 missiles, allegedly 
supplied by Libya. 

Recent American visitors to the Roval 
Palace in Rabat include the defence secret- 
ary, Caspar Weinberger, General Vernon 
Walters (the administration's military 
troubleshooter), Francis West (the assistant 
secretary for defence) and Vice Admiral 
Bobby Ray Inman (deputy CIA director). 
Alexander Haig was to have visited. but 
scratched because of the Polish crisis and is 


now-expected in Morocco within weeks. 
Undoubtedly, much of America’s sudden 
concern for Morocco is a reaction to the 
news that Polisario is using Sam 6 missiles. 
The Moroccans admit losing several F5 
fighters, a Mirage, one helicopter and a 
C130 Hercules, but they are curiously reti- 
cent about letting American military vis- 
itors inspect the wrecked aircraft — or their 
flight recorders. Hassan will probably be 
forced to provide more information to 
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maintain US support: it is only by examin- 
ing the ‘black boxes’ that the exact height at 
which they were rocketed can be computed. 

Either because of the feeble evidence of 
the opposition’s armoury or because of its 
own inability to pay, Rabat has not found 
that the American rapprochement has 
yielded big dividends in military hardware. 
Francis West's high-powered mission 
ended, for example, with a simple commit- 
ment to train Moroccan pilots and supply 


some electronic anti-missile equipment for 
aircraft. 

Other factors are bearing down on Has- 
san, 2nd may have persuaded his foreign 
minister, Mohammed Boucetta, to say on 
14 January that Morocco still intends to 
hold the promised referendum ‘before the 
next OAU summit’, which is set for Tripoli 
this summer. He also confirmed that it 
would be held on the basis of the much- 
criticised 1974 Spanish census: this means 
that a bare 40,000 people out of at least 
110,000 would have a vote. 

Boucetta is aware that, unless his gov- 
ernment takes urgent initiatives, it is likely 
to embarrass Washington so much that 
military (and other) aid could be reduced to 
token levels. 

Also, if the US is seen to be the main 
influence in Rabat’s policymaking, Reagan 
would find himself in yet another foreign 
policy argument with the developing 
nations. It could also put the US on a colli- 
sion course with France. President Mitter- 
rand’s much-publicised visit to Algiers 
offers evidence of a nice balance between 
the US and France in the Maghreb: it could 
easily be upset. 
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MOROCCO 


GAS EXPLORATIONS OUTLINED 
London 8 DAYS in English No 4, 30 Jan 82 p 55 
[Article by Graham Benton] 


[Text ] THE WORLD BANK has announced the 


discovery of substantial quantities of gas 
and condensate in Morocco under the aegis 
of the first-ever exploration venture in 
which it has participated. If the gas and 
condensate reserves prove commercially 
viable, ‘this could provide an important 
boost to the Bank's aspirations to become a 
major source of funding for oil exploration 
in developing countries, a World Bank 
spokesman claimed. 

The discovery was made at an explorat- 
ory well about 30km east of the Mediterra- 
nean port of Essaouira. It is part of a prog- 
ramme supported by a $50m loan from the 
World Bank granted in April 1980. This 
was the first time the World Bank had put in 
funds for hydrocarbons exploration. The 
discovery was made by the Office National 
de Recherches et d' Exploitation Pétroliéres 
(Onarep), a specially-created Moroccan 
state exploration body set upin April 1981. 

The Bank loan was intended to assist the 
Moroccans in an exploration programme at 
the Essaouira basin and support seismic 
surveys in other onshore basins to make 
them more attractive to foreign oil com- 
panies. The Essaouira basin was formerly 
under licence to foreign companies which 
subsequently released all but small areas 


around three of the five fields. 

Hitherto, exploration by foreign oil com- 
panies has not resulted in major finds. 
Moroccan hydrocarbons production has 
languished at around 20,000 tonnes of oil 
and 75m cubic metres of gas annually in 
recent years. But Morocco relies on oil and 
gas for about 80 per cent of its energy 
requirements. The import burden has been 
especially heavy, accounting for 37 per cent 
of the total import bill in 1980 and 55 per 


cent of export revenues. In the first eight 
months of 1981, for instance, total energy 
imports (chiefly oil) rose only slightly in 
volume, but more than doubled in value, to 
$750m. 

About $38m is being spent by the gov- 
ernment on crude oil and gas exploration in 
the 1980-1985 development plan, but the 
major portion of funding will have to come 
from abroad, either through the World 
Bank or from foreign oil companies. Phil- 
lips Petroleum and Getty Oil of the US, 
British Petroleum, plus Agip of Italy, have 
been involved in exploration for some 
years. Elf-Aquitaine of France has several 
joint ventures. 

The interest of foreign companies has 
increased notably in the past year for both 
onshore and offshore concessions: CFP- 
Total is expected to join Elf-Aquitaine in 
exploration. Kuwait Petroleum Corpora- 
tion has taken a share in a concession in the 
Gharb Valley, where gas deposits have 
been found, and as recently as last Sep- 
tember, Atlantic Richfield of the US agreed 
to pay the full $50m costs of exploration in 
an offshore area near Agadir. 

World Bank lending for oil and gas 
development has grown rapidly since the 
first project in 1977 ($150m for develop- 


ment of a discovery in Bangladesh) to 12 
projects worth $650m in the Bank's 1981 
fiscal year. Following the lead of the 
Moroccan loan, several of these are con- 
cerned with oil exploration in countries 
such as Egypt, Guinea-Bissau, Jamaica, 
Liberia, Portugal and Turkey. 

US opposition has so far brought World 
Bank plans for a separate energy explora- 
tion affiliate to nothing, although the bank 


68 











has reportedly sought funds from Gulf oil 
producing countries for exploration aid to 
Third World countries. Such countries 
almost certainly have huge but as yet undis- 
covered reserves of hydrocarbons. As 
Maurice Strong, chairman of the Geneva- 
based International Energy Development 
Corporation, told a conference in London 
last December, development countries con- 
tain only 2 per cent of proven il reserves 
but might have as much as 15 per cent of 
recoverable global reserves. The chief ob- 
stacle, he said, is funding. 

If the Bank-funded exploration prog- 
ramme in Morocco discovers extensive 
hydrocarbons reserves, development of 
conventional resources will probably turn 
out to be a better bet for the Moroccans 
than their highly ambitious shale oil conver- 
sion programme. In the US, where shale oil 
technology is far more advanced than in 
Morocco, technical problems and the rising 
price of conventional crude in recent years 
have forced some major oil companics 
involved in shale projects to rethink. 

So tar, about 50 per cent of the World 
Bank loan to Onarep’s programme has 
been disbursed. Apart from the recent suc- 
cessful test well, Onarep has drilled four dry 
holes, a fifth well which is still being tested, 
and three small gas-producing wells. 
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MOROCCO 


AMBIVALANCE, ALIENATION OF INTELLECTUALS DISCUSSED 
Casablanca LAMALIF in French No 131, Dec 81-Jan 82 pp 4-7 
[Article by Ammar Idrissi] 


[Text] At the end of 1981, the burning summer sun takes on a disturbing, revealing 
hue. The drought is not solely a phenomenon of an objective kind; it is also the 
mirror image of a disconcerted society: "The drought is also in our hearts," I 
was told by a taxi driver, thus confirming the profoundly symbolic (even ethical) 
character conferred upon this phenomenon. While vaguely sensing this dimension, 
some individuals still attempt blunderingly to give supposedly rational explanations: 
"It is the crisis of capitalism," says one; "We need a national middle class," 

Says another; "We need a state worthy of that name, a real state," says a third; 
"Long live the zerocratic process," a fourth stresses, each rambling on in an 
almost obsessional way, while history day-by-day delivers a stinging refutation of 
all their explanations. 


Youth: the Modification of Protest 


Apart from the repercussions of the crisis in the world economy and the consequences 
of the drought, to which frequent reference is made to explain the country's pro- 
blems, up to now it seems that no one has assessed the point that over 50 percent 

of the Moroccans are under 20 years of age and--please pay attention to this 
"simple" arithmetical fact: between 1956, the year of independence, and 1981, 25 
years have elapsed; i.e., sufficient time for a new generation to arrive on the 
scene. Born just before or after 1956, having had the good fortune of access to 
schooling in the euphoric post-independence years, this new generation and those 
which will follow it, are today confronted by a system in which they cannot recognize 
themselves: a system of old people, people in place, brandishing speeches of 
another era on the subject of authenticity, independence, socialism, liberalism, 
while it is so painful--and I use this work purposely--for a young person at pre- 
sent to live (eat, find housing) decently and honestly (if this word still has any 
meaning). 


Twenty-five years. That is a long time for the mass of yount people arriving on 
the social scene. Twenty-five years. That is even too long. If politicization, 
in the ideological sense of the term, has lost ground compared with the 1970s, 
which some iddividuals deplore and others are pleased about, it has been replaced, 
not by depoliticization pure and simple but by much more ambivalent phenomena: 
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increasingly massive uncivilized behavior which amounts to resistance to general 
order and which adopts various and at times unexpected patterns: street fights, 
widespread drunkenness, vandalism of public places, trash on the pavements, 
automobiles using red lights or even driving on the sidewalks, schocl absenteeism, 
hyper-religious devotion, drugs, etc. 


An entire series of apparently antisocial phenomena which can in fact be analyzed 
in terms of multiple forms of social protest, protest that is undergoing "modifica- 
tion" in the analytical meaning of the term, which renders it unrecognizable: 

thus unspeakable violence is at work behind social phenomena which apparently is 
outside the political arena. 


The Counterdependency of the Elite 


The alienation between these young people or rather their rebellious factions and 
the intellectual, even progressive, elite is also an aspect of this social protest. 
For this intellectual elite is part of the system even if it is not in agreement 
with the government and policy: in one way or another, the elite speaks the same 
language as the system and reasons within the same framework of thinking, even and 
above all when it manifests a profound counterdependency toward it. In fact, the 
elite shares the same basic values, the same references and particularly these 
values: belief in the state and its omnipotence as the lever of development and 
subject of history, overestimation of the worth of theoretical discourse as the 
guide for social practices, duplication of a vertical dominant/dominated pedagogical 
relationship with respect to its own social base, heavy rhetoric, distrust of those 
who come from below, etc. 


Oh, sure! Moroccans were good little students. They learned their lessons well; 
they firmly retained all that had to be retained: the latest conceptual recon- 
ciliations, the latest a la mode mystifications, the most insipid verbiage, have 
found a warm spot here; and, naturally, very busy stewards: scientific dogmatism 
a la Marx, language a la Barthes, economics a la De Bernis, structuralism a la 
Althusser, etc. have deeply occupied the elite of this country. However, we can- 
not say that in this sector the harvest was very good. There, too, the drought 
at the conceptual level has blistered everything. 


Why speak about the intellectuals? In a way, it is an indirect way of speaking 
about society. In the first place, there is the problem of their intellectual 
tools which are not adequate for reality: apart from a few rare probing works, lI 
see no advanced operational concept which permits us to understand (not to mention 
predict) what we are and what we want, through a problematical approach to our 
situation. 


Let us imagine: a symposium which brings together the entire intellectual elite 

to discuss a single and unpretentious topic, perhaps too unpretentious, which 

could be stated in the following way: "What happened to all thsee brilliant con- 
cepts, all those scintillating ideas with which you allegedly understood, explained 
and analyzed the Moroccan situation? What have you forecast in 20 years with all 
your speeches and all your reflections?" I hope that someone in the flash of 
sincerity and lucidity will stand up and say: "Yes, it is true; we have uttered 
stupidities; what we have forecast has not come to pass. We were off the mark, 
completely off the mark.” 
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Where the Nonconformists Are 


The inventory would be taken quickly, as we do not always know exactly where we 

are, although we are always there. Pinpointing where we are is frankly in the 
embryonic stage, and is a euphemism! To the principal question, which is moderately 
radical: "What are we doing?" our intellectuals have always preferred to mutter 

the words "What is to be done?" in a falsely inquiring way. Thus it is that one 
speaks of the future, of planning, even of Morocco in the year 2000, while in all 
humility we should first acknowledge the fact that no one masters anything any 
longer. This failure of society to master anything is in fact to be found at two 
levels: on the one hand, an intellectual failure to master and in this sector 

it is the erroneous theoretical tools which are in question. On the other hand, 
there is a failure to master in the sector of social forms which are being developed. 
And it is here that the action programs of state planners are in question. In 

both cases, there is an enormous gap between what is said and “what is done," or, 
rather, between what is said and "what is accomplished." 


Our intellectuals have always wanted to speak in the name of something: in the 
name of the people, in the name of the masses, etc. This fiction is in the process 
of being brutaily refuted, and they realize and will realize more and more quickly 
that it is in another world, another sphere, that they are living: the sphere of 
power and in Pareto's meaning the sphere of "elites," which is characterized, 

among other things, by a lifestyle which is not that of the masses. Our intellec- 
tuals belong to this world, and they are a reflection, the unhappy conscience of 
it, much more than lukewarm spokesmen for the deprived masses. It is always 
difficult to admit tnat one has made a mistake in words and that one has made a 
mistake in practice. 


This goes back immediately to the phenomenon attested to by the entire psycho- 
sociology of creation: creation, whatever it may be, always supposes a certain 
amount of alienation and not a created, prefabricated and officialized alienation. 
The true creator is always a nonconformist in his society and it is thus that, 
paradoxically, he can demonstrate his nonconformity in the most legitimate manner. 
In this country, we are still following inputs from the outside while renown is 
built on recognition obtained abroad. We are living on the ideas of others, con- 
cepts borrowed on credit, intellectual systems sold for a song over the Mediter- 
ranean. Confronted by the thrusts of reality, the collapse of all this imported 
superstructure leaves us bewildered: they and we live in sheltered places, where 
it is warm, with our firmly rooted certitudes and also with our well-established 
doubts. 


The Internatization of Mimicry 


We now have a crisis within a crisis: a crisis of reality and a crisis of the 
instruments of analysis of reality. In any event, the collapse and the loss of 
credibility of an entire series of discourses and practices should at least put an 
end to a certain degree of terrorism in the cultural sector. The veil is being 
torn away; and the way is doubtless free for other discourses, other practices, 
more innovative practices, in form and in substance. 


While in our midst daily social practices are developing which are still unrecognized, 
never analyzed, even barely suspected, it is also necessary to * sing up the question 
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of why we have never had comparative curiosity for other neighboring societies of 
the Whird World: we would no doubt have a lot to learn from the educational 
experiences of Tanzania, from certain efforts fo develop villages in India, even 
from the training strategy of the medical auxiliaries of Egypt. Similarly, the 
forms of cultural debate in Brazil would doubtless teach us a great deal about the 
strategies of the intelligentsia of that country. Even if all levels of develop- 
ment are not the same, a certain number of foreign, indeed neighboring, cultural 
problems would benefit from being made known. However, in this, too, and I speak 
from experience, we expose ourselves to ridicule in our country when we cite as 
exemplary cases such or such African, Indian or Latin American experience: those 
who are always up to date with respect to the latest Parisian nonsense have never 
suspected that something may be happening in the other societies of the Third 
World. Apparently, we have, by some kind of monstrous mimicry, internalized the 
way the West judges the other societies of the Third World. 


Instead of being molded by the Gramscian plan of the intellectual, speaking on 
behalf of the people, it is perhaps time to speak in our own name, with modesty. 
This is without a doubt the very condition of authenticity. To speak, not of our- 
selves, about the method of a slobbering and sterile self-centeredness, but to 
speak about “ourselves in society," about “ourselves in the face of society": 

this without a doubt is the best way to speak about this society. The value of the 
firsthand account which everyone can contribute out of his own experience, out of 
his own practices, is irreplaceable and worth a lot more than 1,000 dogmatic 
theories. Every original theoretical concept can only be born of a thought, a 
personal practice. 


The People in this Country 


It is perhaps in this way that we will be able to take into account everything 

that moves, everything that is groping, everything which is modest but important in 
the sector of customs, education, sexuality, family relationships but which is 
completely unknown, both at the intellectual analysis and at the social mastery 
levels. Who one day will give us a sociological account of a waiting line in the 
third district? Who will speak to us with warmth and humor about the Casa-Rabat 
trip in a popular model car? Who will recount the dominant philosophy of the 
Sebbata cafes? Who will speak to us about the economics of prostitution and its 
monthly fluctuations when civil servants get their orders [mandat]? Who would one 
day dare to speak about us? Who will be able to speak of the picking up of women 
in the streets? Who will provide us with study of those small occupations 
(unknown to the Chmmber of Commerce) which range from the street vendor of fruits 
to basket carriers from the bazaar and car attendants? Who will one day produce 
for us the geography of begging by district, with its ebb and flow, according to 
the time of day and days of the week? All that doubtless may seem too raw or too 
ordinary or too close. It is certainly much more reassuring (and easier) to do 
what Plato did over 2,000 years ago and invest in ideas, great systems, concepts 
with capital letters, nostalgically describe production methods or passionately 
defend Barthesian semiology or even speak with fervor about the Lacanian significant. 


Perhaps we should speak of our people here and now, perhaps...perhaps one day... 


we will end up dealing with reality one day... For today those who are excluded 
from the contest are too numerous and a certain game has just ended. It is the 
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established system which is now increasingly placing itself in a relationship 

of alienation, a peripheral relationship with respect to the masses who are out- 
side the game who, quantitatively and sociologically are the center of gravity 
of the system. Without a doubt it is not clear to everyone. No doubt we have 
not yet seen anything. We were speaking of the foam and it is the wave which 
arrives. We were talking about moroseness and the crisis and it is the abyss 
which swallows us up. 


But we must live and bear witness, even if history seems to us to be suddenly 
unrecognizable, even if a compulsion for repetition at times seems diabolically 
at work, even if discouragement lies in wait at every twist and turn of the days 
and weeks. We must live and bear witness, It is perhaps at this price that a 
new dialectic will be set in motion. 


8143 
CSO: 4519/92 
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TUNISIA 


NATIONAL DEBATE ON 1981 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Tunis DIALOGUE in French No 383,4 Jan 82 pp 18-25 


[Round-table discussion moderated by Habib El Beji: "A Group of Tunisians Discusses 
1981 Pluses and Minuses"] 


[Text] Round-table participants: Fawzia Mouafak, 40, housewife; Mohamed Laakibi, 
28, unemployed; Mongi Grichi, 27, tailor’ Amor Ouhidia, 35, SNT [National Trans- 
portation Company] conductor; Amor Jedidi, 66, retired; Habiba Raouadi, 29, trainee 
attorney; Lotfi Cherif, 38, businessman; Hafnaoui Ben Hsouna, 31, blacksmith; 

and Ali Hannechi, 46, railwayman. 


A group of typical Tunisians were brought together around a table by DIALOGUE. Only 
one criterion was used: the diversity of their backgrounds, the retired man elbow- 
to-elbow with the unemployed man; the worker with the manager; the housewife with 
the craftsman. 


The round table with these Tunisians was held strictly in accordance with a 
scientific methodology utilizing sampling. 


However, our purpose was to obtain a representative picture of what Tunisians think 
of the current situation, the prospects for the future as they see it and their 

at times frankly anti-establishment views on subjects as varied as policy, culture, 
prices, wages and international problems. 


If some comments were necessary before inviting our readers to immerse themselves 
in this round table in which they will surely find reflections of their own state 
of mind, we would offer three basic ones: 


l. On the one hand, the great freedom of expression demonstrated by these Tunisians 
bears witness, if there be a need to do so, to the opening up of the PSD [Destourian 
Socialist Party] press and of DIALOGUE whose essential function is to permit 
opinions, however divergent they may be, to find an avenue of expression. 


2. Our readers will note that if aspects of the government policy continue to be 
unclear, it is due to the failure of the media to explain them fully and often 
because the media's caustic and tendentious criticism and the backlash it triggers 
assume greater importance than the policy aspects per se. When all is said and 
done, the typical Tunisian has a very limited idea of what is going on. 
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3. The typical Tunisian asks questions, demands and makes claims. This situation 
which is the result of the c’imate of freedom prevailing in the country improves 
when made relevant. In this regard, we should perhaps take a look at what is 
happening in Poland. This +s a country in which freedom has been muzzled by tanks. 
A country in which the excesses of some have incited the excesses of others. A 
country in which the nature of the regime has stifled the aspiration to freedoms. 
In Tunisia, we are traveling a different road. What Tunisians judge "not enough" 
is a great deal for a country which is evolving in the proper direction; i-e., 
toward democracy without conflicts and without excesses. 


The balance sheet for 1981 should include this note, not of selfsatisfaction but 
of optimism which the future will vouch for, a future which depends basically upon 
every Tunisian man and woman. 


DIALOGUE: Several events took place in 1981 which constituted a change in the 
country’s political life. 


What events were most noteworthy to you? And what do you think about this new 
political orientation? 


Mohamed Laakibi: Well, all of us have had the experience of the last legislative 
elections. 


The voters had the opportunity to exercise their right to vote with complete freedom. 


However, the election did not produce the change the opposition had counted on. 
This explains why some individuals were disappointed. 


In my opinion, there were no great changes in this sector. But it was just an 
initial experience. 


Mogi Grichi: Unquestionable 1981 was marked by a new policy. This change basically 
was characterized by the existence of new political parties. 


As for the elections, these gave the people a chance to express themselves freely 
and democratically. 


But the fact remains--and this is regrettable and at the same time understandable 
for a first experience--that these elections were tainted by a certain amount of 
violence and confusion. Let us hope that the next elections will produce better 
results. 


Amor Ouhidia: I think we have a democracy in Tunisia, but it is limited. And, 
taking this thought as a point of departure, I think we must give the opposition 
the right to express itself and to make known its points of view. And so long as 
we have a question of democracy, its application in the real world continues to be 
difficult. For example, we see the opposition express itself in newspapers, etc. 
But to reiterate my view about the difficulty of applying democracy, I will take 
thr. fundamentalist movement as an example. 


In saying that, I am no less a Destourian; however, I think that a form of democ- 
racy must not only exist but be applied. But in no case should democracy mean 
"anarchy." 


76 














Amor Jedidi: I am now retired. At my age, I have lived through most of the 
struggle for national liberation and have been an eyewitness of one of the most 
important stages of this struggle. President Bourguiba played an essential and 
paramount role in this struggle. For many, he was the architect of the final 
victory over the occupying forces. No one can deny that truth. 


It is sad to note that because of trivialities (most of the time) rash young people 
are at the root of certain problems. I am thinking basically of the problems 
which arise from time to time in the university sector. 


Amor Ouhidia: With regard to strikes by students of SNT employees--that is where 

I work--I think the basic reason for them is the lack of dialogue. In considera- 
tion of the danger of our jobs, our professional obligations and the cost of living 
which continues to rise, our wages should be subjected to systematic and concerted 
review. Pupils and students also need guarantees. Their claims should be 
negotiated. Therefore, we inust establish dialogues at all levels. 


That is democracy and we want it to be applied. 


Habiba Raouadi: I think that Tunisia's policy of opening up is in the process of 
being established by phases. The last legislative elections were a first phase 
of this. I hope this policy will produce results. But in each phase there are 
certainly difficulties which we must know how to overcome. 


Lotfi Cherif: The year 1981 was characterized basically by this concept of opening 
up. This encouraged the establishment and multiplication of opposition newspapers 

which have become very numerous (you only have to take a look at the newsstands to 

realize how many newspapers there are). 


But if we try to analyze the situation more closely, we realize that since the l 
November elections there has been nothing new. 


However, one thing is sure: Tunisians are mature, no matter what anyone says. 
Proof of this is the rate of participation--never reached before--in the last 
legislative elections. I think we have made great strides toward democracy. We 
must, therefore, move forward even more. We must continue this forward movement. 
We must accept and tolerate the presence of persons who do not necessarily share 
our points of view. We must ali respect the right to be different, and above all 
we must give the press greater freedom. 


Of course the application of these democratic guidelines can only be accomplished 
in phases. But is not the policy of phases a characteristic of Tunisia? 


Hafnaoui Ben Hsouna: The last legislative elections were an exalting experience 
for all of us. We have spoken too much of this event, but the main point for me 
continues to be that a substantial change has taken place in our country and that 
this has happened after a quarter century of independence. What is more, this is 
not the only change experienced by Tunisia. The country is still under construc- 
tion, and we should not compromise every action taken to this end. To attain 

this objective, in my opinion. we must demonstrate moderation and opt for dialogue. 
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As I am from the interior of the country, I have observed encouraging signs. 


As an example, I will cite the visit to the region by Prime Minister Siliana and 
by other members of the government who all expressed the desire to help us overcome 
our day-to-day problems: the lack of potable water and water for irrigation, 
unemployment, poverty in the rural sector, etc. 


Ali Hannachi: The Azali government has succeeded in bringing about political 
"conciliation" in the course of this year. 


As a laborer, I am happy about the lifting of the suspension imposed on Habib Achour. 
This action permitted the current president of the UGTT [Tunisian General Federa- 
tion of Labor] to reenter the national trade union scene. 


This has also proved that positive dialogue has been established among the various 
partners. 


On a related matter, the fact that there are no longer any political prisoners is 
additional proof of the country's commitment to a democratic era. 


DIALOGUE: The year 1981 was also rich in socio-economic events. 


The broadening of social benefits coverage, wage increases, the strengthening of 
the public health sector, the new economic guidelines but also the rise in prices 
of certain products... How have the people taken all this? 


Mrs Faouzia Movaffak [as published]: I am the mother of four children, and it is 

becoming increasingly difficult for me to manage the family budget. For example, 

the serving of yogurt for dessert has almost become a luxury. Personally, I could 
afford it if I wanted to. But can everyone do that? As far as we are concerned, 

the only problem that bothers us is the maintenance of our purchasing power. 


Who is responsible for certain price rises? 
The weather? Taxes? I do not know. However, we have to cut down in certain cases. 


As consumers, we should boycott certain products which we can do without if we have 
t This, I might add, has caused the dairy industry to have second thoughts, 
as the price of yogurt has dropped 15 millimes. 


! also find that the broadening of social benefits coverage is a great thing for 
the people and above all for those of modest means who cannot take advantage of 
private medicine. 


As regards health in general, great effort has been exertec . of course, but the 
existing infrastructure still had to be improved. 


With respect to housing, I do not have this problem; nevertheless, I think that 
in this sector, too, much has been done on behalf of those seeking housing. How- 
ever, thought must be given to reducing monthly rents in relationship to income. 
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Mohamed Laakibi: Do you want me to tell you about my concerns last year? My 
personal case should be a cause of concern for everyone. I am out of work. I have 
tried to find a job in the shops. but no one wanted me. One businessman went so 
far as to ask me where I came from. And when he found out that I am from La Marsa, 
he took no further action on my application. No doubt he prefers to recruit 

people from the interior of the country who, it seems, are less demanding and more 
serious. 


At the employment office, they are more inclined to distribute work cards than to 
find jobs. 


Who will take care of my needs? To tell the truth, it is only in summer that things 
improve, as I am a “mezaudi." The rest of the year, I have no resources other 

than my family's support and that of a few loyal friends. But that cannot go on 
indefinitely: I am 28 years old, and it is time to change my lifestyle, get married 
and think about the future. But what am I to do? 


However, I am willing to accept work anywhere, even in the interior of the country, 
provided I find steady work. 


Moagi Grichi: It is paradoxical that in the international year of the handicapped 
not very much has been done for the handicapped in Tunisia. I prepared a job 
application which I dropped off at the Ministry of Social Affairs. They made up a 
file on me; but in spite of promises, I am still waiting. 


I am an apprentice tailor; and in this occupation, in general, there is no social 
benefits coverage. For this reason, and in my handicapped condition, I have asked 
for work in a company so that I can take advantage of the social benefits and assure 
my future. But, up to now, I am still subject to the risks of the uncovered trades 
(no social benefits coverage, no wage increases, etc.) and to the problems of 
people in my condition. 


At this time, I appeal to all parents to pay more attention and exercise greater 
surveillance over their children to prevent accidents which could handicap them 
for life. I ama victim of this lack of attention and surveillance (involuntary) 
on the part of parents toward their children. But that is another story. 


I think that more attention should be given to the situation of the handicapped; 
and above all solutions should be found for persons working for private parties, 
by giving them all the needed social benefits guarantees. 


As regards the people's purchasing power, it should be pointed out that there is 
need to ensure that it is maintained at an acceptable level. 


In the public health sector, much work has been done to ensure better service. 


Amor Ouhidia: There is one thing which should be understood. That is that prices 
depend upon state policy. Theoretically, price increases should not affect pro- 
ducts which have become necessities (milk, yogurt, butter...). But what has 
happened is just the opposite. The wage increases approved in April 1981 are of 
course a commendable measure, but that does not prevent an imbalance between prices 
and wages. 
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As for housing, two solutions should be applied to resllve the crisis, in my 
opinion: respect for the initial rents provided in the leases and the establish- 
ment of other housing funds--like SPROLS [expansion unknown ]--which would have the 
basic task of building other government rental housing. 


In the health sector, I think that some of the criteria for the issuance of health 
care cards should be revised. That is because the most needy should benefit 
first and foremost. 


On another subject, there is unemployment; and I think that the rural exodus has a 
lot to do with it. That is why we must set our sights on better regional equilib- 
rium and economic growth in the rural areas as a solution in the fight against the 
phenomenon of unemployment and as a means of stimulating the employment market. 


Of course, this is over the long term, as the public authorities cannot log’ :ally 
resolve everything in only 2 years. It is a question of planning. 


Amor Jedidi: My retirement allowance is only 58 dinars. Nevertheless, I have to 
pay 50 dinars for rent. The remaining 8 dinars are not enough to take care of 
my children, you will agree. To cover the costs of supporting my family, at my 
age I am forced to work as an errand boy. 


It is entirely my fault that I do not have a house of my own, having unfortunately 
counted on a family inheritance that I had to give up. 


I also propose the establishment of an organization which would devote its time to 
helping retired persons and senior citizens in general to solve their problems 
but above all to keep them from suffering too much from their life of inactivity. 


In this regard, why not give the neediest retired persons (those who have a large 
family and who receive a modest annuity) permits to sell tobacco, newspapers, etc.? 


Miss Habiba Raouadi: The problem of purchasing power is summed up in the price- 
wage relationship. In 1981, wages were increased with a promise of keeping prices 
at a tolerable level. Well, prices increased appreciably--particularly for 
certain products--to such a point that it would have been better if the wage in- 
creases had not taken place and the old price levels had been maintained. 


As for housing, I understand perfectly the difficulties being encountered by 
certain individuals in becoming home owners. It would be useful and even beneficial 
to give the housing policy more attention in the sense of giving consideration to 
the living standard of the neediest families. 


With regard to public health, I should like to praise the great effort being 
exerted in this sector, particularly at the emergency levels, an effort which 


should be continued in the future. 


As for unemployment, I think that it is intimately linked with overall economic 
development and that in this sector there is reason for hope. 


Lotfi Cherif: To tell the truth, the social and economic sectors are intimately 
linked with policy. They are difficult to separate. 
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In my opinion, two great problems are particularly acute. In large part, their 
solution will determine the future of our country. 


First, there is the problem of unemployment, This is a very important problem which 
demands urgent solutions. A special effort should be made in this sector on behalf 
of agriculture to keep people from continuing to abandon the land to go to the 
cities in search of work that is not always available. 


The development of the agricultural sector would have the effect of not only keeping 
the people on their land but would also allow us to avoid the problems posed by 
the rural exodus. 


Next, prices increased--at times very sharply for certain products--during 1981. 
The net wage increase was largly exceeded by price increases, to the point that 
people have wished that the wage increase had not taken place. 


All the same I should not like to yield the floor without emphasizing the great 
efforts made by the public authorities in the sector of social benefits and 
particularly in the public health area. 


Hafnaoui Ben Hsouna: It is obvious that the housing crisis is still a common worry 
for all Tunisians. If I had had a job in my native region, I would not have come 
to Tunis, as at present I am having enormous difficulties making ends meet. I 

earn 4 dinars per day while I pay 35 dinars per month rent. Of course, I found a 
job in Tunis. Others will also be tempted by the exodus and could with more or 
less luck find a job in the capital; however, that is not always the best solution. 
Jobs must be created in the disadvantaged areas, and national wealth should be 
equitably divided among the regions to put an end to the rural exodus. It is 
necessary to implement this policy. 


I should also like to raise an important question: it is time to take an inventory 
of unoccupied houses in the capital. There are, in fact, too many empty houses. 
Can we tolerate this situation when there are hundreds of families occupying un- 
suitable housing? Of course, more housing must be built; but it is intolerable not 
to use existing real property more efficiently. 


As regards the protection of the people's purcnasing power, this involves bringing 
about a Detter balance between prices and wages. 


In the health sector, there is cause to point up the inadequacy of the infr- 
structure in our governorship a situation which makes us dependent upon the capital. 
This prollem must be resolved. 


Ali Hannachi: The prices of some staples have increased a great deal (milk, butter, 
youurt, etc.). These products, moreover, are necessary for the nutrition of chil- 
dren and their growth. On the other hand, I am in favor of raising the prices on 
certain luxury products (tobacco, alcoholic beverages, comestics, etc.). Five 
dinars for a bottle of wine: why not? 


[t is the government which should take the steps needed to control these increases. 
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With respect to wages, personally I prefer my 1957 wage (25 dinars) but with that 
year's level of prices. After 25 years of service, my wages have not reached the 
desired level. For professional advancement, I think the enterprises should take 
into account length of service. 


In the economic area, the agriculture sector should be given more attention, in 
consideration of the country's agricultural calling. It is inconceivable, for 
example, to observe that the richest lands which are part of the state's domain-- 
as opposed to the private sector-~are poorly utilized, while, on the contrary, they 
should serve as privileged terrain for new cultivation experiments and even as an 
example for greater profitability. 


Moreover, the measure which involves the parceling and distribution of these lands 
to small farmers should come into general use. 


DIALOGUE: The cultural and sports sectors occupy a preferred place in our people's 
lives. 


In your opinion what has most characterized these sectors? 


Mrs Faouzia Mouafek [as published]: I work nights and that limits my leisure 
activities. What is more, my resources do not allow me to go to the movies or 
theater very often. For me, in any event, this is a seconday problem. 


Once or twice a week, I watch television; for example, I like the "Dallas" series. 
No, I do not have the time to watch television whose programs are not much to my 
liking, I might add. 


Mohamed Laakibi: Personally, I am moderately interested in television. However, 
the programs often leave something to be desired. And too much importance is 
given to the "funny" films (he means cartoons). Sunday, I go to the stadium, like 
almost all the other young people. However, I have noticed--and I do not know for 
what reason!--admission prices to the stadium are continually going up. However, 
the soccer played by our teams is just so-so. In my opinion, perhaps we should 
concern ourselves with the young players and give them much more encouragement. 
Perhaps that will permit us to put an end to the exodus of our best players to 

the Gulf countries. 


Mongi Grichi: We cannot really speak about culuural activities in Tunisia, as 
apart from the summer festivals there is practically nothing of interest. 


As for television, I have noted the profusion of Egyptian films and series. I 
wonder where our theaters and movies are? And what is SATPEC [expansion unknown ] 


doing? And where are our films? 


We should show more interest in national production and encourage it continually. 
The same is true for the sports sector. It is desirable to concern ourselves a 
bit more with the other individual disciplines such as athletics and the collective 


disciplines such as basketball and handball. 


As a handicapped person, | find that we should also encourage all the handicapped 
who are as capable as others in creativity and initiative in the cultural sector, 
encourage them not as a separate group but by bringing them into, by involving 
them to a greater degree in normal activities. 


”) 








Amor Ouhidia: First, I am for the democratization of culture. Criticism in this 
sector should be free provided it is constructive and objective. 


The authorities of this sector should also promote a culture which moves in this 
direction and which takes into account the policy of opening up now being experi- 
enced by the country. 


However, performers such as Lamine Nahdi and Mongi Ouni should understand that the 
best way to encourage a young democratic experience is to ensure that gratuitous 
and defamatory ulterior motives must give way to free discourse, naturally, but 
discourse which is mature, reasonable and above all constructive. 


As for television, there is reason to comment that national production is far from 
being satisfactory both as regards quality and quantity. 


Personally, every day I read the presidential directives which unquestionably for 
us Tunisians are of high cultural value and a source of wisdom and clairvoyance. 
In these directives, I admire the profound view of the nation's problems. 


And I would even propose that a full speech by the chief of state be programmed at 
least once a month. 


In the sports sector, in my opinion we need to give more encouragement to small 
teams and give them greater attention, as these teams--and we have a tendency to 
ignor this--are a rich breeding ground and a first school in which the great teams 
learn their skills. 


Amor Jedidi: As far as I am concerned, culture is reduced to television. Why not 
increase the number of religious radio programs: the "soulamia," [Praiseworthy and 
Objectionable,] and psalmodies? 


Sports? I have no comment. 


Miss Habib Raouadi: We must recognize the fact that 1981 was accompanied by certain 
positive points in the sector of cultural activities. We not only had the Carthage 
Festival but also other cultural activities of a regional nature. For example, at 
the end of the year, a new winter festival filled the season's vacuum. 


However, one question is worth asking: the Tunisian movie industry is going through 
a difficult period. Is this a problem of encouragement? Funds? Competence? Or 
creativity? During almost the entire year, few Tunisian films were shown in 

movie theaters. 


The films we are shown do not offer a variety of serious and interesting subjects. 


Also how do you explain the increase in ticket prices in view of the fact that it 
is stated that cultural activities should not have commercial goals? 


Lotfi Cherif: At present, culture is going through a kind of crisis in our country 
to the point that we wonder whether there is indeed cultural creativity. The 
theater, movies and music have in a way become stagnated. 








As for television, it makes too much use of imported programs while national 
production in this sector, too, remains very weak. We must encourage national 
production as much as possible. The future of our television industry is at stake. 
In a related matter, it is important that we discontinue censorsh*>, in my opinion. 


With respect to sports, let us say that we are now witnessing a degree of disquieting 
slackness at both the club and national team levels. We must encourage this sport 
which is capable of giving us a lot of satisfaction at the national and inter- 
national levels. 


Hafnaoui Hsouna: For my part, I should like to bring up the question of the exodus 
of our players to foreign countries which had harmful effects on Tunisian sports 

in 1981. Almost all our national teams have regressed. How can we remedy this? 
That is the question which the appropriate authorities should answer. Perhaps we 
should train our young people better and give greater assurance to athletics. It 
is time to take action... 


Ali Hannachi: Unlike Lotfi Cherif, I think that we must cnmnsor certain indecent 
film sequences, particularly when the whole family gets together before the TV screen. 


Personally, I find the presidential directives very constructive, very interesting 
and of great scope. It is perhaps the only program which really draws the TV viewer. 


Culture? Let us first concern ourselves about the sound education of our children 
and let us establish a social ambience in which they can develop fully, as a result 
of which they can then be able to have uultural nourishment. 


DIALOGUE: At the international level, last year there were events in the political 
sector which were for the most part decisive. 


Some of these events are still worrisome to public opinion... 
In your opinion, what most attracted your attention? 


Mrs Faouzia Mouafak: I was affected, that is upset, by the death of President 
Sadat. In my opinion, this man wanted paace. For all that, he did not become a 
Jew. Maybe his mistake was having negotiated with the Israelis? 


Mohamed Laakibe: We expected a lot from that "Islamic Revolution" in Iran. But 
it became obvious in 1981 that Khomeyni is an extremist who has established 
authoritarianism as a system of government. And that is contradictory to the 
principles preached by Islam. 


Mongi Grichi: I am particularly scandalized by Khomeyni's behavior. In my opinion, 
he is guided only by the spirit of pure vengeance. Basically, everything is bad. 


As conderns the problem of the Near East which is close to our hearts, there is 
no other solution than the union of all Arabs and the establishment of an inter- 
dependent Arab force. The Arabs should organize themselves better to counter the 
repeated offensives of Israel. 











As tar as I am concerned, I an not opposed to dialogue between the Arab countries 
and Israel. I believe in the worth of direct negotiations. Perhaps from this the 
solution to the Arab problem will come. 


For the present, it is from Poland that the fear of World War III comes. 


Amor Ouhidia: For me, the event of the year is the United States and the Soviet 
Union: two superpowers which share the world and impose their policies. Against 
this backdrop, three major events marke? 1981: the death of Sadat, Iran and the 
annexation of the Golan Heights. 


As tor Iran, I find everything that has happened is truly deplorable. That is not 
what Islam is all about. 


As tor Sadat, I feel he got nothing more than he deserved. The day he embraced 
Begin and entered the Knesset, Sadat became a Jew as far as 1 am concerned. 
Therefore, may I not say that he prepared the way for his own daath when he signed 
the Camp David treaty and deviated from the Arab ranks? The Fes summit confirmed 
the feeling that the Arab World is still divided. That is why Israel found in 
this summit a reason to annex the Golan Heights. The only solution now remaining 
is force. We have to recover by force what was taken away from us by force. 


Amor Jedidi: May God glorify Islam and bring us all closer together. 


Miss Habiba Raouadi: In my opinion, there was no great change in the international 
Situation--at least as far as the Arab World is concerned. It is too bad that the 
Fahd plan did not bring the desired results and did not succeed in bringing about 

a rapprochement between the Arab countries. 


Lotfi Cherif: Israel continues to ridicule all the human values and to mock all 
the rules of international law. The world is powerlessly witnessing these repeated 
acis of defiance on the part of Zionism. The Zionist enemy has taken advantage 

of the Polish crisis and the "Fes" summit report to once again resort to the 

policy of fait accompli. When are we going to seriously react? 


The situation in the Middle East and in Poland occupy center stage on the political 
scene and worries all of mankind. If solutions are not found to these two world 
hot spots, a third world war is to be feared. 

Hafnaoui Ben Hsouna: Poland most certainly monopolizes our attention. 


The risk of a third world war is not to be discounted. 


As for Israel, its defiance of the Arab World and its expansionism no longer leaves 
any doubt about its Zionist intentions. 


These intentions will be carried out if the Arab World continues to be divided in 
this manner. 


li Hannachi: The Arab summits continue to be a disappointment. 











[he adage according to which the Arabs have reached a definite agreement to never 


reach an agreement is still valid. 
The same goes for the Islamic summits. 


Could it be that solidarity in Arab ranks is an impossible dream? 
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